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Let’s enjoy masterpieces
Những câu chuyện cổ tích, những kiệt tác văn học tuyệt vời mà chúng ta đã biết từ thuở còn thơ vẫn luôn là kỷ niệm ấm áp mãi cho đến khi ta trưởng thành. Giờ đây, các tác phẩm văn học kinh điển được thể hiện dưới một hình thức mới mẻ và thú vị sẽ giúp ta làm sống lại những kỷ niệm đó. Bên cạnh đó, ta còn có thể thưởng thức sự sâu sắc và vẻ đẹp của những tác phẩm nguyên bản, điều mà các tác phẩm chuyển ngữ ít khi thực hiện được. Trong quá trình đọc sách, kỹ năng đọc hiểu tiếng Anh của bạn cũng sẽ được nâng cao rất nhiều.
Bộ sách được biên soạn theo một chương trình đặc biệt giúp nâng cao kỹ năng đọc hiểu cho những người mới bắt đầu, những người chưa hài lòng với khả năng làm chủ ngôn ngữ của mình, hay cho học sinh cấp tiểu học, trung học cơ sở và phổ thông. Những học viên này sẽ thưởng thức các kiệt tác văn học bằng tiếng Anh theo một hình thức rất thú vị và có tính hiệu quả cao.
Chương trình được soạn theo năm cấp độ, từ cấp độ cơ bản dành cho những người mới bắt đầu, với 350 từ, cho đến cấp độ trung bình khá, với 1.000 từ. Trong từng tập sách đều có các hướng dẫn dành cho người đọc theo từng cấp độ, giúp họ tiếp cận nội dung của tác phẩm bằng tiếng Anh một cách dễ dàng hơn. Bộ sách bao gồm những câu hỏi ôn tập giúp người đọc học từ vựng và hiểu được ý nghĩa của tác phẩm, cũng như kèm theo các hình minh họa thú vị tô điểm cho từng trang sách.
Với hình thức sách đọc kèm đĩa CD, nội dung tác phẩm được thể hiện lại một cách sinh động bởi các giọng đọc Mỹ chuyên nghiệp. Tác phẩm được viết lại theo từng cấp độ người đọc bởi một đội ngũ chuyên gia biên tập ngôn ngữ bản xứ, dựa trên nền tảng tiếng Anh của người Mỹ chuẩn với từ vựng được đề xuất bởi Bộ Giáo Dục. Vì thế, chương trình này sẽ vô cùng có ích, nhất là cho công tác giảng dạy tiếng Anh. Hãy cùng khám phá những điều thú vị và bổ ích của bộ sách này.



Introduction 
Alexandre Dumas
(1802~1870)
Alexandre Dumas was one of the most famous French writers of the 19th century. Dumas was born in a small village in Villes-Cotterets in the northern part of France. He lived in poverty after his father died when he was 4 years old.
He went to Paris in 1823 and wrote occasionally. His first play Henry III and his Court (1829) was a huge success. After that, he became known as a talented writer and wrote 15 plays before 1843. These included Napoleon Bonaparte (1831) and Antoine (1831). He was also interested in historical novels, so he wrote The Three Musketeers (1844), The Count of Monte Cristo (1844~1845), and The Man in the Iron Mask (1848). His novels The Three Musketeers (1844) and The Count of Monte Cristo became very popular as soon as they were published.
Dumas wrote more than 250 works and used French history as a source for his imagination. He was buried in his hometown after his death on December 5, 1870, but, in 2002, the French government moved his body to the national cemetery, Panteon, where the country’s national heroes are buried.
The Count of Monte Cristo is an adventure novel about a young man who lived during the French Revolution and who became a scapegoat due to its social period and political conspiracies. Dumas was influenced by the life of a young man named Peuchet and captured readers with him creativity and the exciting events that occur in the story. This novel has been so loved up to the present day that it has been produced as films, plays, dramas, and cartoons all over the world.
Edmond Dantes, a young and talented sailor, becomes the successor to a captain who suddenly dies. Danglars, who is jealous of Dantes’ promotion to captain, plots to thwart Dantes, so Dantes gets arrested by the police at a wedding. Though Villefort knows that Dantes is innocent, Villefort ultimately chooses his own future over that of Dantes, so he condemns Dantes to a prison on an isolated island. While in prison, Dantes slowly begins to spiral into despair. While he spends time in prison not knowing anything at all, he begins to have hope when he meets a prisoner named Faria, who attempts to escape from the prison by digging a tunnel.



How to use this book 
1. Original English texts
Meanings are easy to understand as the text is divided phrase by phrase and sentence by sentence.
2. Key Words
The Vocabulary that is above the elementary level is listed.
3. Key Sentences
Sentences which are quite complicated or essential to the flow of the story are annotated.
4. Response Notes
Space is included so you can take notes about what you don’t clearly understand or about what you want to remember.
5. Check-up
Review quizzes to check your understanding of the text.



How to improve reading ability 
Step 1: Avoid unnecessary reading and catch key words
Practice catching the gist, through key words in sentences. You might question how guesswork with a few words could enhance your ability. However, it’s quite effective. If you continue, you will realize that it’s not a coincidence but that your own ability enables you to understand.
Step 2: Divide long sentences
Read in chunks of meaning, dividing sentences into meaningful chunks of information. In the book, lines change according to chunks of meaning. You are ready to move to the next level when you find yourself irritated by the changing lines. At this step, make it a habit to figure out the meaning of the sentence from the beginning to the end. If you try to understand the meaning of the sentence by reading it backwards, your reading speed will decrease. In addition, you will find listening to English difficult to follow.
Step 3: Make inferences and assumptions
Making inferences and assumptions are important skills. If you don’t know the vocabulary, try to guess the meaning of the words. Don’t go straight to the dictionary. Developing an ability to make inferences within the context is important. The first way to figure out the meaning of a word is from its context. Afterwards, check explanations or look up the vocabulary in a dictionary.
Step 4: Read a lot and many times
There is no shortcut to mastering English. Only those who do a lot of reading will make their way to the summit. Continuous exposure to English will help you improve your English ability, even though you may not quickly notice it.



THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO
Dantes, a 20-year-old young man who will have a beautiful wife and be promoted to captain as well, fell into the bottomless pit through a scheme of his colleague. 
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Chapter One 
A joyous homecoming 
[image: 2-19_01]
One day in February 1810, the ship Pharaoh came into the French port of Marseilles.1
A man watched it from the harbor.
When he saw the Pharaoh, he got into a small boat and went out to it.2
A young, handsome man stood waiting on the Pharaoh.
The older man in the small boat called out to the young man.
“Is it you, Dantes? 
What happened to the captain?”
“A very sad thing, Mr. Morrel,” answered the young man.
“When our ship was near Civitavecchia, we lost brave Captain Leclere.” 
“The cargo? Is the cargo safe?” asked the older man.
“Yes, Mr. Morrel. The cargo is safe,” replied the young man.
Then he suddenly turned and gave some orders to the men in his crew.3
The crew obeyed quickly and well.
Key Words
joyous (joyful) (adj): vui mừng, vui sướng
homecoming (n): sự trở về
port (n): hải cảng
harbor (n): bến tàu
get into (v): bước vào 
(get - got - gotten)
call out to (v): gọi với lên
happen (v): xảy ra
captain (n): thuyền trưởng
lose (v): mất, mất dấu, thất lạc 
(lose - lost - lost)
brave (adj): can đảm, dũng cảm
cargo (n): hàng hóa
safe (adj): an toàn
reply (v): đáp lại 
(reply - replied - replied)
turn (v): quay đi
give orders (v): ra lệnh
men (n): người đàn ông
crew (n): đội thủy thủ trên tàu
obey (v): nghe theo
Key Sentences
1 One day in February 1810, the ship Pharaoh came into the French port of Marseilles. 
2 When he saw the Pharaoh, he got into a small boat and went out to it. 
3 Then he suddenly turned and gave some orders to the men in his crew.
“But the poor captain. . .” said Dantes.
“Yes, yes, tell me about the captain,” said Morrel.
“Did he fall overboard?”
“No, sir. He died of a fever a few days after we left Naples.”
Dantes said as his eyes watched the crew.
“Now please excuse me, sir.
I have to help the men with the ship.
Please come onboard and Danglars, the business manager, will explain the cargo and profit.”1
Morrel looked at Dantes, and his smile got bigger.
Dantes, though young, was doing a fine job running the ship. 
Morrel began to think that maybe he had already found a captain to replace the dead Leclere.2
He watched Dantes a little longer, then came onboard the Pharaoh.
Danglars helped him onto the larger ship.
Danglars was a few years older than Dantes.
No one on the ship liked Danglars.
[image: 2-19_04]
Key Words
fall overboard (v): ngã xuống biển (overboard: qua mạn tàu, từ trên mạn tàu)
die of (v): chết vì
fever (n): bệnh sốt
leave (v): rời 
(leave - left - left)
onboard (adv): lên tàu
business manager (n): kế toán
explain (v): giải thích 
profit (n): lợi nhuận
though (conj): mặc dù
do a fine job: làm rất tốt công việc
run (v): quản lý, vận hành
begin to (v): bắt đầu 
(begin - began - begun)
replace (v): thay thế
dead (adj): chết
Key Sentences
1 Please come onboard and Danglars, the business manager, will explain the cargo and profit. 
2 Morrel began to think that maybe he had already found a captain to replace the dead Leclere.
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“Welcome back to your ship, Mr. Morrel,” Danglars said with a smile.
“I think you will find our business was very good.”
“Yes, Danglars, I heard from Dantes the trip went well, except for the poor captain.”1
Morrel answered, his eyes still watching Dantes.
“Yes, the loss of the captain was terrible,” answered Danglars.
“He was a fine captain for you and your company.”
“Yes, but it appears young Dantes is doing well,” said Morrel.2
“Maybe a young man can also make a good captain.”
Danglars did not like young Dantes.
“Yes, but a young captain can make mistakes.
Because of Dantes, we are late getting home,”
Danglars said with an evil look on his face.
“After the captain died, we didn’t come straight to Marseilles.
Instead we went to the island of Elba for a couple of days.”3
Check up
What is not true about the story?
a. The business of the ship Pharaoh was successful. 
b. Danglars was jealous of Dantes.
c. When the captain died, the ship Pharaoh came to Marseilles without stopping.
Key Words
go well (v): diễn biến tốt 
(go - went - gone)
except for (prep): ngoại trừ
loss (n): sự mất mát
terrible (adj): kinh hoàng
company (n): toàn thể thủy thủ 
(trên tàu)
make (v): trở thành, làm nên 
(make - made - made)
make a mistake (v): mắc sai lầm
because of (prep): bởi vì
evil (adj): xấu xa, nham hiểm
look (n): cái nhìn
straight (adv): thẳng, trực tiếp
instead (prep): thay vì
island (n): hòn đảo
a couple of (adj): một vài
Key Sentences
1 Yes, Danglars, I heard from Dantes the trip went well, except for the poor captain.
2 “Yes, but it appears young Dantes is doing well,”said Morrel. 
3 Instead we went to the island of Elba for a couple of days.
The happy look on Morrel’s face suddenly changed.
“Why did you stop at Elba?
Was there a problem with the boat?”1
“No, nothing was wrong.
We just stopped and did nothing,” answered the clever Danglars.
Morrel left Danglars and called to Dantes.
“Dantes, come here. I need to talk to you.”
Dantes came up to Morrel. “What is it, sir?”
“Why did you stop at Elba?” Morrel asked.
“It was the captain’s last order,” Dantes answered.
“He told me before he died to take a letter to someone on the island.”2
Morrel got a worried look on his face.
He pulled Dantes closer and spoke softly, so no one could hear.3 
“Did you meet Napoleon? Did you talk to him?
You know this could be very dangerous!”
“He talked to me. I did not talk to him,” 
Dantes answered.
“Now I need to deliver a letter to Paris.”
[image: 2-19_08]
Key Words
change (v): thay đổi
stop at (v): dừng ở
wrong (adj): trục trặc
clever (adj): ranh mãnh
need to + V (v): cần phải
come up to (v): tới gần
tell A to do something (v): yêu cầu A làm gì
take A to B (v): mang A cho B 
(take - took - taken)
worried (adj): lo lắng
pull (v): kéo lại
softly (adv): (nói) nhỏ
dangerous (adj): nguy hiểm
deliver (v): giao
Key Sentences
1 Was there a problem with the boat? 
2 He told me before he died to take a letter to someone on the island.
3 He pulled Dantes closer and spoke softly, so no one could hear.
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“What does the letter say?” Morrel asked.
“I do not know,” Dantes answered.
“I didn’t read it. 
I will just take it to Paris, if you give me the time.”1
“Alright, Dantes. But tell no one about the letter.
It could be dangerous if the King or his men learn of it. Understand?” 
Morrel said this quietly, looking around to see if anyone was listening.
Danglars was watching, but was too far away to hear anything.2
“Yes, Mr. Morrel,” Dantes answered.
Morrel looked at Dantes carefully.
“You are young, but wise.
Dantes, are you busy? 
Have dinner with me.”
“I’m sorry, sir, but it’s been too long since I saw my father.
After meeting my father, there is one other
I have to see,” Dantes answered.
“Ah, yes, the beautiful Mercedes. I understand,” Morrel said with a smile.
Key Words
say (v): nói về
learn of (v): biết về
look around (v): nhìn quanh
see if…: nhìn xem liệu rằng…
far away (adv): xa 
carefully (adv): một cách cẩn thận
wise (adj): thông minh, khôn khéo
since (conj): kể từ khi
Key Sentences
1 I will just take it to Paris, if you give me the time.
2 Danglars was watching, but was too far away to hear anything.
“Could I have some time off?” asked Dantes.
“To go to Paris to deliver the letter?” Morrel asked.
“Yes, but also to get married,” Dantes answered.
“Mercedes has promised to marry me.”
“Congratulations, Dantes!
Of course you can have some time off.
But hurry back. . . A ship should not be long
without her captain,”1 Morrel said with a smile.
“Really, Mr. Morrel? Me? Captain of the Pharaoh?” 
Dantes was very happy.
“Yes, Dantes. Now, visit your father, see Mercedes, and then come to have dinner with me,” Morrel said.
As Dantes left the ship,
Danglars watched him walk away.
He heard the last part of the conversation, the part about Dantes being the new captain of the Pharaoh.2
The look on Danglars’ face was different from Dantes and Morrel’s expressions.3
He did not look happy.
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Key Words
have + …+ off (v): nghỉ ngơi
get married (v): làm đám cưới
promise to (v): hứa hôn với
marry (v): kết hôn
Congratulations! (n): Xin chúc mừng!
hurry back (v): quay lại nhanh
without (prep): mà không có, thiếu/vắng
visit (v): ghé thăm
walk away (v): đi khỏi
last (adj): mới nhất, gần đây nhất
conversation (n): cuộc nói chuyện
different from (adj): khác hẳn với
Key Sentences
1 A ship should not be long without her captain. 
2 He heard the last part of the conversation, the part about Dantes being the new captain of the Pharaoh. 
3 The look on Danglars’face was different from Dantes and Morrel’s expressions.
Comprehension Quiz
A. Complete the following sentences with the names of the characters given.
[image: 2-19_11_qx01]
Dantes
[image: 2-19_05_qx01]
Morrel
[image: 2-19_12_qx01]
Danglars
1. ______________ owns the Pharaoh.
2. No one on the Pharaoh likes_____________.
3. ______________ is a young man who is about to get married.
B. Complete the sentences with the words given.
harbor - captain - boat - time off
1. A ship is big, but a ______________ is small.
2. If you want a few day’s vacation from work, you can ask for ______________.
3. A man or woman who is the boss of a ship is a __________.
4. The place where a ship goes to pick up people or cargo is a ______________.
C. Choose to complete the following sentences.
1. Dantes visited __________ on the island of Elba. 
(a) Napoleon 
(b) Mercedes 
(c) Captain Leclere
2. The Pharaoh got into Marseilles __________. 
(a) early 
(b) on time 
(c) late
3. Dantes will deliver __________ to Paris. 
(a) a package 
(b) a letter 
(c) money
4. Mercedes is Dantes’ __________.
(a) ship 
(b) sister 
(c) girlfriend
D. Put the sentences in order.
1. Dantes talked to Morrel.
2. The Pharaoh came back to Marseilles.
3. Dantes met Napoleon.
4. Captain Leclere died



Chapter Two 
An enemy’s trap 
Dantes walked quickly to his father’s small house.
“Son! You’re home!” 
Dantes’ father lived alone and he was happy to see his son.1
“I have good news and bad news, Father,” said Dantes. 
“Captain Leclere is dead. 
He died before we came home.”
“That is bad news, my son. He was a good man and a good captain,” said the old man.
“But what is the good news?”
“Father, I feel bad to say it now, so soon after Captain Leclere died.2
But I am to become Captain of the Pharaoh!” Dantes said.
“That is great news, Son. 
You will make an excellent captain.” 
Dantes’ father said proudly.
“Thank you, Father, but now please excuse me.
I must go visit someone else.”
“Ah yes,” Dantes’ father said.
“Have a good visit with your new wife.”3
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Key Words
alone (adv): một mình
become (v): trở thành 
(become - became - become)
excellent (adj): tuyệt vời
proudly (adv): một cách tự hào
wife (n): vợ
Key Sentences
1 Dantes’ father lived alone and he was happy to see his son.
2 Father, I feel bad to say it now, so soon after Captain Leclere died. 
3 Have a good visit with your new wife.
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Dantes called out to Mercedes as he approached her home, “Mercedes! Mercedes!”1
Suddenly, a happy voice answered from inside.
“I’m here, Dantes! 
I’m here!” 
Mercedes answered as she ran to him.
Dantes took her in his arms.
For a few moments the rest of the world disappeared.
The two lovers only knew each other.
But others knew of them.
Sitting and drinking wine nearby was Danglars.2
He was busy trying to think of a plan.
He did not want Dantes to be Captain.
Just then Mercedes and Dantes walked by the outdoor cafe where Danglars was drinking.3
Talking happily with Mercedes, Dantes didn’t see him.
“Now that you’re Captain, you won’t even talk to your friends?” Danglars asked.4
“No, no, I was just talking to Mercedes and didn’t see you,” Dantes answered.
[image: 2-19_16]
Check up
What is the best word to describe the two people’s mind from the text “... the rest of the world disappeared.”
a. sadness 
b. worry 
c. happiness
Key Words & Sentences
approach (v): tiến gần, lại gần
voice (n): giọng nói
take A in one’s arms: ôm A trong vòng tay
the rest of: phần còn lại
disappear (v): biến mất, tan biến
lover (n): người yêu nhau, tình nhân
others (pronoun) ­: những người khác
wine (n): rượu
nearby (adv): ở gần đó, không xa
be busy + V-ing (adj): bận rộn làm gì
think of (v): nghĩ về 
(think - thought -thought)
plan (n): kế hoạch
outdoor (adj): ngoài trời
1 Dantes called out to Mercedes as he approached her home, “Mercedes! Mercedes!”
2 Sitting and drinking wine nearby was Danglars. 
3 Just then Mercedes and Dantes walked by the outdoor cafe where Danglars was drinking. 
4 “Now that you’re Captain, you won’t even talk to your friends?” Danglars asked.
“When is the wedding?” 
Danglars asked, without saying hello.1
“Soon,” Dantes answered,
“tomorrow or the next day.”
“You are in a hurry!” Danglars said.
“Why are you getting married so quickly, Captain?”
“I’m not Captain yet,” Dantes answered.
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“We are in a hurry because I must go to Paris.
After that, with Mr. Morrel’s blessing,
I may become Captain.”2
“Paris? Why must you go to Paris?” 
Danglars asked.
“Before he died, Captain Leclere asked me to do something for him.
For that reason I’m going to Paris,” Dantes explained.
He said nothing about the letter.
He knew it could be dangerous
and he didn’t trust Danglars.
“You must come to our wedding.”
“Of course,” Danglars answered.
Then he said quietly to himself, “You will never make it to Paris and you will never be my captain.”3
Key Words
wedding (n): đám cưới
say hello (v): nói lời chào
in a hurry: vội vàng, gấp gáp
blessing (n): sự chúc phúc
may (modal verb): có lẽ, có thể
ask A to do something (v): nhờ A làm gì
for that reason: vì lý do đó
trust (v): tin tưởng
say to oneself: tự nhủ
make it to (v): đến được, làm được 
Key Sentences
1 “When is the wedding?” Danglars asked, without saying hello.
2 After that, with Mr. Morrel’s blessing, I may become Captain.
3 Then he said quietly to himself, “You will never make it to Paris and you will never be my captain.”
Danglars wrote a letter to Judge Villefort.
Villefort was the King’s judge in Marseilles.
He told the judge he was “a friend of the King”, but didn’t give his name.1
In his letter Danglars gave the judge information about Dantes.
He wrote that Dantes was an enemy of the King and that Dantes had a secret letter from Napoleon for someone in Paris.2
He asked the judge to arrest Dantes and question him.3
He knew Dantes wouldn’t lie to the judge.
He also knew that the secret letter from Napoleon would get Dantes into serious trouble.4
Danglars was an evil man.
When he sent the letter, he was happy.
He expected to be Captain of the Pharaoh soon.
Check up
Complete the following sentence according to the story.
Danglars’ plan is to get Dantes into _____ and to _____ Captain of the Pharaoh.
Key Words & Sentences
judge (n): thẩm phán, biện lý
information (n): thông tin
enemy (n): kẻ thù
secret (adj): bí mật
arrest (v): bắt giữ
question (v): truy vấn, tra khảo
lie (v): nói dối
get A into trouble (v): đẩy A vào rắc rối
serious (adj): nghiêm trọng
expect to (v): mong muốn
1 He told the judge he was “a friend of the King”, but didn’t give his name. 
2 ...that Dantes had a secret letter from Napoleon for someone in Paris. 
3 He asked the judge to arrest Dantes and question him. 
4 He also knew that the secret letter from Napoleon would get Dantes into serious trouble.
Two days later,
Dantes and Mercedes had their wedding.
Everyone was there – Morrel, Danglars, and other friends and family.
Suddenly, as the wedding finished, a police officer and four soldiers arrived.1
“Who is Edmond Dantes?” the officer asked.
“I am Edmond Dantes,” Dantes answered.
“How can I help you, sir?”
“I am here to arrest you,” the officer answered.
“You are to appear before Judge Villefort.”2
Everyone at the wedding was surprised.
Danglars pretended to be surprised.
“But why?” 
Both Morrel and Dantes spoke at the same time.
“Everything will be explained at the court,” 
the officer answered. 
“Please come with me.”
Dantes left with the officer and the soldiers.
He gave a last look at Mercedes.
He promised her he would return quickly.
He didn’t see the smile on Danglars’ face.3
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Key Words
police officer (n): viên cảnh sát 
soldier (n): người lính
enter (v): tiến vào trong
appear (v): xuất hiện, trình diện
pretend to + V (v): giả vờ
both A and B: cả A và B
at the same time: cùng một lúc
court (n): phiên tòa
give a look at (v): nhìn
return (v): quay trở về
Key Sentences
1 Suddenly, as the wedding finished, a police officer and four soldiers arrived. 
2 You are to appear before Judge Villefort. 
3 He didn’t see the smile on Danglars’ face.
Comprehension Quiz
A. Complete the sentences with the words below.
arrest - dangerous - judge - enemy
1. A ____________ is the boss of a court. He or she can send people to jail.
2. If something is not safe, you can say it is ‘unsafe’ or ____________.
3. The opposite of a friend is an ____________. 
4. If you do something bad, the police might ____________ you.
B. Connect the beginning and the end of the sentences.
1. Mercedes and Dantes • • a. a police officer arrests Dantes. 
2. Danglars • • b. love each other. 
3. Dantes’ father • • c. writes a letter to the judge. 
4. At the end of the • • d. is happy to see his son.
C. Choose to complete the following sentences.
1. Danglars expects __________ to be the next captain. 
(a) Morrel (b) Dantes (c) himself
2. Dantes is arrested because of __________.
(a) Danglars (b) Morrel (c) Mercedes
3. Napoleon is the king’s __________. 
(a) friend (b) enemy (c) brother
4. Dantes is going to Paris because of __________.
(a) Danglars (b) Morrel (c) Captain Leclere
D. Put the sentences in order.
1. Dantes was arrested. 
2. Dantes married Mercedes.
3. Dantes met his father.
4. Dantes and Mercedes saw Danglars.



Chapter Three 
Betrayed 
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The officer and soldiers took Dantes to Judge Villefort.
The judge looked at Dantes.
“What is your name and what do you do?”
“I am Edmond Dantes,” he answered.
“I am an officer on the Pharaoh, one of Mr. Morrel’s ships.”1
“Where were you when the soldiers came?” the judge asked.
“I was at my wedding,” Dantes answered.
He was worried. 
The past few days had been so happy.
He was back at home, he was getting married, and he was about to become Captain of the Pharaoh.2
But now, he didn’t know what was happening.
“I have a letter here that says you work for Napoleon,”3 the judge said.
“It says you are a dangerous man.
That you want to kill the King and bring back Napoleon.
These are very serious charges. What do you say?”
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Key Words
officer (n): viên sĩ quan; người chỉ huy
past (adj): đã qua
be about to + V: sắp sửa
work for (v): làm việc cho
bring back (v): mang (ai) lại
charge (n): lời buộc tội
Key Sentences
1 I am an officer on the Pharaoh, one of Mr. Morrel’s ships.
2 He was back at home, he was getting married, and he was about to become Captain of the Pharaoh. 
3 I have a letter here that says you work for Napoleon.
“Dangerous? Me?” Dantes was surprised.
“I am only 20 years old. I work on a ship.
I care nothing about politics.”1
“You have never met Napoleon?
You didn’t see him on the island of Elba recently?”2 the judge asked.
“I did meet him,” Dantes answered honestly.
“It was the last order of my captain, Captain Leclere.
Before he died, he asked me to go to Elba and meet Napoleon.
How could I refuse, sir?”
Villefort understood Dantes’ position.
“You say you don’t care about politics?
That you were only following the orders of your dying captain?3
If this is true, then perhaps it is not so serious,” Villefort said.
“No, sir. I don’t care about politics or Napoleon,” Dantes answered.
“I was only trying to do my duty.”
Check up
Complete the following sentence according to the story.
Dantes met Napoleon because he couldn’t _________ the captain’s order.
a. follow 
b. accept 
c. refuse
Key Words
care about (v): quan tâm đến
politics (n): chính trị 
recently (adv): gần đây, mới đây
honestly (adv): thực tình, thật thà
order (n): mệnh lệnh
refuse (v): từ chối
position (n): vị trí, tình thế
follow (v): làm theo
perhaps (adv): có lẽ, có thể
serious (adj): nghiêm trọng
try to (v): cố gắng
duty (n): nhiệm vụ
Key Sentences
1 I care nothing about politics. 
2 You didn’t see him on the island of Elba recently?
3 That you were only following the orders of your dying captain?
“Then what about the letter?” Villefort asked.
“Where is the letter for Paris?”
“You have it, sir,” Dantes answered.
“Your men took it when they arrested me.”
“Give me the letter,” 
Villefort ordered the soldiers.
“If the letter isn’t dangerous, you can go back to your wedding.”1
The soldiers gave the letter to Villefort.
He started to read it. 
Suddenly his expression changed.
The letter was very dangerous!
If the letter got to Paris, there would be a lot of problems for the King and for Villefort. 
Dantes said he didn’t read the letter, Villefort remembered, but maybe he was lying. 
The safest thing for the King, and for Villefort, would be to put Dantes in prison.2
Dantes watched Villefort read the letter.
He didn’t know what was in the letter.
But he was worried.
The look on Villefort’s face was not good.
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Key Words
what about…?: thế còn… thì sao?
go back to (v): trở về
start to + V (v): bắt đầu
expression (n): biểu hiện
get to (v): đến
remember (v): biết
put A in prison (v): tống A vào tù 
(put - put - put)
(prison: nhà tù)
Key Sentences
1 If the letter isn’t dangerous, you can go back to your wedding.
2The safest thing for the King, and for Villefort, would be to put Dantes in prison.
[image: 2-19_29]
Suddenly Villefort threw the letter into the room’s fire.1
“Listen to me. 
The letter is now gone.
Tell no one about it. 
If anyone asks about the letter, tell them to talk to me.2
Now, I will keep you here at the court until tonight. Then you will leave. 
But you must never tell anyone about this letter.”
“Oh! Thank you, Judge.” Dantes felt better.
He thought he would soon see Mercedes and his father.
“Follow this soldier,” Villefort ordered.
“He will take care of you.”
Dantes followed the soldier out of the room and into another part of the court.3
Dantes was taken to a small cell.
The soldier locked him inside and left.
He was alone in the dark, but he still trusted Villefort.4
“I just need to wait and then I will be free.
Tonight I will go home to Mercedes and my father.”
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Check up
Based on the story, write down “T” if true or “F” if false.
a. Villefort burned the letter to save Napoleon. ____
b. Dantes was set free because of his honesty. ____
Key Words & Sentences
throw (v): ném, quăng 
(throw - threw - thrown)
fire (n): ngọn lửa
be gone: biến mất, thủ tiêu
keep (v): giữ, tạm giam 
(keep - kept - kept)
take care of (v): chăm sóc 
(take - took - taken)
be taken to (v): được dẫn vào
cell (n): xà lim, phòng nhỏ
lock A inside (v): nhốt A bên trong
free (adj): tự do
1 Suddenly Villefort threw the letter into the room’s fire. 
2 If anyone asks about the letter, tell them to talk to me. 
3 Dantes followed the soldier out of the room and into another part of the court. 
4 He was alone in the dark, but he still trusted Villefort.
A few hours later, the soldiers returned.
Now it was night.
When the soldiers came, Dantes felt much better.1
Now he could go home...
But instead the soldiers took him to a small ship.
“Where are you taking me?” Dantes asked.
“Judge Villefort said I could go home.” 
“You are going home,” a soldier answered.
“The prison on that island is your new home.2
Judge Villefort ordered us to take you there.” 
Dantes knew the island where the soldiers were taking him.3
It was a very famous prison.
It was only for the worst criminals and enemies of the King.4
Suddenly he was very afraid.
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Check up
Complete the following sentence.
Dantes was afraid because he was being taken to the _________ on the island.
Key Words & Sentences
take (v): dẫn
order A to + V (v): ra lệnh A làm gì
famous (adj): nổi tiếng
the worst (adj): tồi tệ nhất, 
nguy hiểm nhất
criminal (n): tội phạm
afraid (adj): hoảng sợ
1 When the soldiers came, Dantes felt much better. 
2 The prison on that island is your new home. 
3 Dantes knew the island where the soldiers were taking him. 
4 It was only for the worst criminals and enemies of the King.
When Dantes arrived at the island, one of the prison soldiers came out to meet him.1
He took him to a small cell. 
“Sleep here,” he said.
Dantes was alone. 
“Will I ever leave this island?” he thought.
“Will I ever see my father again? Or Mercedes?” 
He was very, very sad.
The next morning the guard brought him some food.
“Prisoner! Are you okay?” the guard asked.
“I don’t know,” Dantes answered.
“I want to see the head of the prison.”
The guard laughed. 
“If he wants to see you, he will call for you. 
If you want to see him, no one cares.”
Then the guard left.
Every day was the same.
The guard would come, give Dantes some bread and water, and ask if he was okay.2
After a while,
Dantes stopped asking to meet anyone.
How would he ever get out of this prison and off the island?3
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Key Words
ever (adv): bao giờ
guard (n): tên cai ngục
prisoner (n): tù nhân
head (n): người quản lý
call for (v): gọi cho
care (v): quan tâm, để ý
the same (adj): tương tự nhau, giống nhau
bread (n): bánh mì 
ask if…: hỏi xem có hay không
after a while: một lát sau
stop + V-ing (v): dừng
get out of (v): trốn khỏi
Key Sentences
1 When Dantes arrived at the island, one of the prison soldiers came out to meet him. 
2 The guard would come, give Dantes some bread and water, and ask if he was okay. 
3 How would he ever get out of this prison and off the island?
Comprehension Quiz
A. Complete the sentences with the words given.
prison - guard - duty - trust
1. Something you do because you have to is your ____________. 
2. A place you have to live in if you do something bad is a ____________.
3. A person who works at a prison to watch the prisoners is a ____________.
4. Another way to say you believe someone is to say you ____________ them. 
B. Based on the story, mark “T” if true or “F” if false.
1. Judge Villefort was Napoleon’s friend. T...F
2. Dantes did not lie to Judge Villefort. T...F 
3. Judge Villefort thought Dantes was an evil man. T...F
4. Dantes regretted following the last order of his captain. T...F
C. Choose the correct answers to the questions.
1. For whom is the letter dangerous? 
(a) Danglars and Morrel
(b) Dantes’ father and Mercedes
(c) The King and Judge Villefort
2. Where did Judge Villefort send Dantes?
(a) The island of Elba
(b) The prison for enemies of the King
(c) The port of Marseilles
D. Put the sentences in order.
1. Dantes met Judge Villefort.
2. Dantes went to prison.
3. Judge Villefort read the letter to Paris.
4. Dantes waited at the court until night.
Dantes, getting tired of his endless prison life, met an old man who tried to escape from prison, and then his life changed completely.
[image: 2-19_BeforeYouRead2]



Chapter Four 
Number 37 
Weeks passed. Then months. 
Nothing changed, until one day Dantes heard a strange sound below his cell.1
“Scrape, scrape, scrape,” came the sound from somewhere under Dantes.
Another prisoner was trying to escape!
He was digging out.
Dantes touched the walls of his cell.
The stone was old and soft.
He looked around his cell for a tool.
He picked up the water pot and dropped it.
It broke into many pieces.
He took the sharpest, strongest pieces and left the rest on the floor.
Dantes waited until the guard came the next morning.
“I dropped the water pot. It was an accident.”
The guard promised to bring a new pot.
He left without taking the pieces of the old pot.2
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Key Words
strange (adj): lạ
sound (n): âm thanh, tiếng động
scrape (n): tiếng sột soạt
escape (v): trốn thoát
dig out (v): đào 
(dig - dug - dug)
wall (n): tường, bức tường
stone (n): đá
tool (n): dụng cụ
pick up (v): chộp lấy, vồ lấy
pot (n): ấm, bình
drop (v): làm rơi, làm rớt
break into pieces (v): bể thành 
từng mảnh, bể tan tành 
(break - broke - broken)
sharp (adj): sắc, nhọn
floor (n): sàn (nhà, đất)
accident (n): tai nạn, sự cố
Key Sentences
1 Nothing changed, until one day Dantes heard a strange sound below his cell.
2 He left without taking the pieces of the old pot.
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Dantes looked for a good place to start digging.
He found a place behind his bed.
He moved the bed and started to dig.
After a few hours, he was finally able to move a large stone.1
He now had a hole over half a meter wide!2
He carefully put the large stone back.
The guard came back with his evening meal.
Then he left.
For the first time in a long, long time
Dantes had hope.3
Later that night he started digging again.
His hole got much bigger.
Then suddenly the wall became much harder.
The piece of pot could not break through.
Every way he tried, he came to the same hard area.4 It was like another wall. 
Finally he cried out in pain and anger.
“My god, let me die now. I have no hope.”
Key Words
look for (v): tìm kiếm
place (n): nơi, vị trí
be able to + V (v): có khả năng, có thể
finally (adv): cuối cùng
hole (n): lỗ 
meal (n): bữa ăn
for the first time: lần đầu tiên
hope (v): hi vọng
hard (adj): cứng
break through (v): xuyên qua, đâm qua
area (n): khu vực, chỗ
cry out (v): kêu lên, la lên
pain (n): đau đớn
anger (n): cơn giận dữ
Key Sentences
1 After a few hours, he was finally able to move a large stone. 
2 He now had a hole over half a meter wide! 
3 For the first time in a long, long time Dantes had hope.
4 Every way he tried, he came to the same hard area.
Just then a voice spoke from below.
“Who is it that cries out with no hope?
Who are you?”
“I am Dantes,” Dantes answered.
“A poor prisoner. Who are you?”
“Me? I am no one. Just a prisoner like you,”1 the voice answered.
“But who are you?” Dantes asked.
“And what will you do if you dig out of the prison? This is an island.”
“I will jump into the sea and swim to a nearby island,”2 answered the prisoner.
“As for my name. . . just call me 37. Now I must go.”
“Wait!” Dantes cried. 
“Come back! I want to talk to you.” 
Dantes had talked to no one but the guard for years.
“Don’t worry,” the prisoner answered. 
“I will come back tomorrow.
Tell no one of me or the digging.”
And the man stopped talking.
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Key Words
nearby (adv): ở gần đó, không xa
as for (prep): về
but (conj): ngoại trừ 
digging (n): việc đào xới
Key Sentences
1 Me? I am no one. Just a prisoner like you. 
2 I will jump into the sea and swim to a nearby island.
The next morning, Dantes was sitting quietly in his room wondering if the man would return.1
Then he heard a sound below him. 
It was prisoner 37.
Dantes talked to the ground below.
“Can you hear me? I am here.”
“Yes, I can hear you,” the man answered.
“I know where you are. I will come to you.”
Some time passed. 
Dantes could hear 37 digging below him.
Suddenly, part of the floor opened.
Dantes ran over and looked down.
He could see the man below.
He reached down and helped the man into his room.2
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Dantes looked at the man closely.
He was old and small, with a long beard.
He did not look strong or healthy.
But his dark eyes had power.
Key Words & Sentences
wonder if…: tự nhủ có… hay không
ground (n): nền
run over (v): chạy đến
look down (v): nhìn xuống
reach down (v): đưa tay xuống
closely (adv): gần, kĩ
beard (n): râu 
healthy (adj): khỏe mạnh
1 ... Dantes was sitting quietly in his room wondering if the man would return. 
2 He reached down and helped the man into his room.
“First, before we talk, we must hide the hole,” the man said.
He moved around some stones and dirt.
There was never much light in the room, so it was easy to hide the hole.1
“There,” the man said, “after I leave, you must fix the hole just like this.
You must not let anyone find it, ever.”
Next, the man asked Dantes to hold him up to the small window at the top of Dantes’ cell.2
Once up, the man looked outside. 
He suddenly seemed very sad.
“This is the end then. I have tried digging in every direction, and none of them can set us free.3
We are here until we die.” 
“But who are you?” Dantes asked.
“How do you know we cannot escape?” 
“I am Faria,” the man answered.
“I have been in this prison since 1811.
I have tried digging other ways to escape, and they are all blocked.
This was my last hope.”
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Check up
Faria was disappointed because ________ .
a. Dantes was not helpful 
b. there was no way to escape the window of 
c. Dantes’ cell was too high
Key Words
hide (v): che, giấu 
(hide - hid - hidden)
move around (v): nhấc (cái gì) quanh đó
dirt (n): bụi, bụi đất
light (n): ánh sáng
fix (v): sửa lại, lắp lại
let A (v): để cho A 
hold up (v): đưa (ai đó) lên
seem (v): dường như
try + V-ing (v): thử nghiệm, thử
in every direction: ở mọi hướng
set A free: làm cho A tự do
be blocked: bị chặn
Key Sentences
1 There was never much light in the room, so it was easy to hide the hole. 
2 Next, the man asked Dantes to hold him up to the small window at the top of Dantes’ cell. 
3 I have tried digging in every direction, and none of them can set us free.
“You have tried to escape for years, and just now you learned you can’t.1
But you seem so calm,” said Dantes.
“I can do nothing,” Faria said.
“It is better to talk to my new friend and forget about the outside for a while.”2
“But why are you in prison?” Dantes asked.
“I am from Italy,” the man answered.
“Italy is many small countries.
I wanted us to become a large, strong country.
But my King betrayed me.
And now I am in prison until I die.”
Dantes and Faria talked every day.
Using the tunnel, they could go from cell to cell quietly.3
The guards only came once in the morning and once in the evening.
Both of them wanted to escape, but knew it was impossible.4
They were just happy to have a friend.
What is not true about the story?
Faria was betrayed by his king.
The guards came twice a day.
The two prisoners forgot about their escape.
Key Words & Sentences
calm (adj): bình thản
forget about (v): quên đi 
(forget - forgot - forgotten)
for a while: một lúc
betray (v): phản bội, lừa dối
tunnel (n): đường hầm
once (adv): một lần
impossible (adj): không thể
1 You have tried to escape for years, and just now you learned you can’t. 
2 It is better to talk to my new friend and forget about the outside for a while.
3 Using the tunnel, they could go from cell to cell quietly. 
4 Both of them wanted to escape, but knew it was impossible.
The old man, Faria, was very wise.
Every day he taught Dantes something new.
Dantes learned about France, history, and other languages.
One day, Faria talked about his life.
He told Dantes about a big treasure of gold and jewels.
Faria used to work for a prince.
The prince’s family was famous for being rich.
But people always wanted their money.
So they hid it. 
When the prince died, he left everything to Faria.
But before Faria could get the money, he was arrested.1 
Now only Faria knew where the money was hidden.
When he died, no one would know where the money was.2
Dantes could see old Faria’s sadness.
He could be a rich man, but instead he was just a poor prisoner.3
Plus Faria’s health was getting worse.
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Key Words
learn about (v): được nghe giảng về, học về
history (n): lịch sử
language (n): ngôn ngữ
life (n): cuộc sống
treasure (n): kho báu
jewel (n): trang sức, vàng bạc đá quý
prince (n): hoàng tử
famous for (adj): nổi tiếng về
leave A to B (v): để lại A cho B
sadness (n): nỗi buồn, sự đau khổ
health (n): sức khỏe
get worse (v): ngày càng tệ
Key Sentences
1 But before Faria could get the money, he was arrested. 
2 When he died, no one would know where the money was.
3 He could be a rich man, but instead he was just a poor prisoner.
More years passed.
The two became like father and son.
One day, after Faria’s health got very bad, he told Dantes his secret.1
He carefully explained where the money was.
Faria knew he would die soon and never see the money.
But he loved Dantes like a son.
If Dantes got the money, he would be happy.
He told Dantes the money was on an island called “Monte Cristo.”2
It was buried in a small cave near the only river on the island.3
He made Dantes repeat the location perfectly.
“Now, after I die, the treasure is yours,” Faria said.
After a few months, it finally happened.
One day, Faria seemed a little stronger, but the next day he couldn’t move.4 
Dantes sat by his side and held his hand as he died.
Dantes went back to his cell. He was very sad.
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Check up
What was in Faria’s will for Dantes?
____________________________.
Key Words
to be called: được gọi là
bury (v): chôn cất 
(bury - buried - buried)
cave (n): cái hang
river (n): dòng sông
make A (v): bắt A làm gì
repeat (v): lặp lại
location (n): vị trí, địa điểm
perfectly (adv): một cách trơn tru
by one’s side: bên cạnh ai
hold (v): nắm lấy (tay) 
(hold - held - held)
Key Sentences
1 One day, after Faria’s health got very bad, he told Dantes his secret.
2 He told Dantes the money was on an island called “Monte Cristo”.
3 It was buried in a small cave near the only river on the island. 
4 One day, Faria seemed a little stronger, but the next day he couldn’t move.
Later, when the guard brought dinner, Dantes thought about Faria.
“What will they do to him? I must know.”1
He opened the hole and went back to Faria’s room.
He waited just outside, listening through the stone.
“The old man finally died,” one voice said.
“Yes, he did,” answered another voice.
“Take out the body tonight.”
A few minutes later, everyone left.
Dantes went into the room.
Faria’s body was in a cloth bag.
Dantes touched the bag sadly, then went back to his cell.2
Alone in his cell, Dantes was very sad.
As he thought, he suddenly had a strange idea.
His mind was thinking faster and faster now.
But in his heart, he was unsure.
After a long time, Dantes finally made a decision.3
He went back to Faria’s room.
He took a sharp piece of the pot with him.
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Key Words
through (prep): qua
take out (v): mang ra, bỏ đi
body (n): xác
cloth (n): vải
touch (v): chạm vào
mind (n): đầu óc, trí óc
heart (n): trái tim, lòng
unsure (adj): không chắc chắn
make a decision (v): quyết định 
(decision: sự quyết định)
Key Sentences
1 What will they do to him? I must know. 
2 Dantes touched the bag sadly, then went back to his cell. 
3 After a long time, Dantes finally made a decision.
In Faria’s room, he opened the bag with the body.
He apologized to Faria, then took the body back to his cell.
He put Faria’s body into his own bed and covered his face.1
If the guard came, he would think Dantes was sleeping.
Then he ran back to Faria’s room and climbed into the bag.
Inside the bag he held his sharpest piece of pot. Then he waited. 
It didn’t take long for the guards to return.
They picked up the bag and carried it outside.
Once outside, Dantes could feel the cool sea air.
He was very worried and very excited.
After walking a few minutes, the guards dropped the bag on the ground.
He could hear the sea below.
Dantes felt the guards tying something to the bag.2
It seemed quite heavy.
Then they picked up the bag and threw him into the air!
He could feel himself falling very quickly.
The sounds of the sea got closer until finally the bag slammed into the water.3
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Key Words
apologize to someone (v): xin lỗi ai
cover (v): che, trùm
climb into (v): chui vào
carry (v): mang, vác
cool (adj): mát lạnh
excited (adj): háo hức
drop (v): quăng, thả
tie (v): cột, buộc
fall (v): ngã, rơi xuống 
(fall - fell - fallen)
slam (v): rơi phịch
Key Sentences
1 He put Faria’s body into his own bed and covered his face. 
2 Dantes felt the guards tying something to the bag. 
3 The sounds of the sea got closer until finally the bag slammed into the water.
At first the cold water surprised Dantes.
He started to sink.
The heavy weight was pulling him down quickly!
With all his strength he cut the bag.
Finally it opened! 
He swam up as fast as he could.
At the top he breathed quickly, then dove back below the water.
It was dark, but he didn’t know if the guards would see him.1
He swam underwater as far as he could before taking another breath.
After swimming and breathing this way for some time, he stopped.
He looked back at the island. 
Everything was quiet.
Then he started swimming toward Marseilles.
He swam well, but years in prison had made him weak.2
He started to think he would never get to Marseilles.
Then, in the moonlight, he saw a ship.
It was going out to sea.
“This is my only chance,” he thought.
“If this ship doesn’t help me, I will die.”
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Key Words
at first: lúc đầu
surprise (v): làm sửng sốt
sink (v): chìm 
(sink - sank - sunk)
weight (n): vật nặng
pull down (v): kéo xuống
with all one’s strength: bằng tất cả 
sức mạnh của ai
breathe (v): thở
dive (v): lặn 
(dive - dove - dived)
underwater (adv): dưới nước
take a breath (v): lấy hơi
get to (v): trở lại, quay về
moonlight (n): ánh trăng
chance (n): dịp, cơ hội
Key Sentences
1 It was dark, but he didn’t know if the guards would see him. 
2 He swam well, but years in prison had made him weak. 
[image: 2-19_57]
Dantes yelled, “Help! Help!”
He could see men pointing at him.
Others lowered a small boat into the water.
The small boat came toward him.
“Who is it? Who is there?” 
A voice yelled from the boat.
“A seaman who has lost his ship,”1
Dantes answered. “Please help me!”
Then a hand reached down and pulled him from the water. Dantes fell into the boat.
He was so tired and cold that he could not move or even talk.
A few hours later, he awoke on the ship.
He told the captain he was a seaman.
The captain was worried Dantes might be an escaped prisoner.2
So he told Dantes to go to work on the ship.
The captain watched him carefully.
Dantes knew ships well. His work was good.
So the captain believed he was just a seaman.
Dantes escaped!
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Key Words
yell (v): la lên
point at (v): chỉ vào
lower (v): thả xuống
seaman (n): thủy thủ
awake (v): tỉnh dậy 
(awake - awoke - awoken)
escaped (adj): trốn thoát, vượt ngục
work (n): công việc
Key Sentences
1 A seaman who has lost his ship. 
2 The captain was worried Dantes might be an escaped prisoner.
Comprehension Quiz
A. Match the words with their meanings.
1. scrape • • a. to get away and not get caught 
2. treasure • • b. to cover something
3. escape • • c. the sound made by digging 
4. hide • • d. gold, silver, money, jewels, etc. 
B. Choose the correct answers to the questions.
1. Who became Dantes’ teacher?
(a) The prison guards
(b) Wise Faria
(c) A few prisoners
2. Where was Faria’s treasure hidden?
(a) In a cave on Monte Cristo
(b) In the basement of the prison
(c) In the town of Marseilles
3. How did Dantes escape?
(a) He pretended to be Faria.
(b) He made a hole to the sea.
(c) He killed a guard.
C. Based on the story, mark “T” if true or “F” if false.
1. Faria was number 37. T...F
2. The guards allowed Dantes to meet Faria. T...F 
3. Faria had tried digging every way to escape. T...F
4. Dantes loved Faria like a father. T...F
D. Put the sentences in order. 
1. Dantes escaped.
2. Faria died.
3. Dantes hid inside a bag.
4. Faria told Dantes about his treasure.



Chapter Five 
The riches of monte cristo 
Dantes worked hard on the ship.
He thought about the money, his father, and Mercedes every day.
Finally, one day the ship sailed to Monte Cristo.
Dantes knew it was his chance.
Once on the island, Dantes left the group from his ship.1
He went to the river and followed it like Faria had explained.2
Just like the old man said, he found marks on some of the stones.
The marks must have been made by a man!3
Dantes was excited.
“Faria really did have a lot of money,” he thought to himself.
Dantes followed the stones.
Soon he came to a cave, just like Faria said.
He thought he found the place, but it was very dark. 
All he could see were large stones.4
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Check up
What is not true about the story?
a. Dantes hasn’t forgot about his family.
b. Dantes went to Monte Cristo alone.
c. Dantes found the cave Faria had talked about.
Key Words & Sentences
riches (n): sự giàu có
sail (v): chèo, lái (thuyền)
just like (prep): giống y như
mark (n): dấu vết
1 Once on the island, Dantes left the group from his ship. 
2 He went to the river and followed it like Faria had explained. 
3 The marks must have been made by a man!
4 All he could see were large stones.
Then Dantes remembered what Faria said.
The treasure was covered. 
So he waited for his eyes to adjust to the dark.1
Finally, he could see inside the small room.
He started to move some of the large stones.
Soon he could see a way into another small room.2
He slowly walked into the room. 
There was not much light.
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Then he began to see boxes.
He looked in the boxes carefully.
Faria was right! 
Each box had gold, and rings, and jewels.
Dantes couldn’t imagine so much money!
But how could he carry it?
He liked his new captain, but he had to keep the money a secret.3
So he took only some gold and rings.
Though it was a lot of money, he could still hide it in his clothes.
No one would know.
Key Words
wait for A (v): đợi cho A
adjust to (v): thích nghi với, quen với
carefully (adv): một cách cẩn thận
imagine (v): tưởng tượng
keep A a secret (v): giữ A bí mật 
still (adv): vẫn, còn
Key Sentences
1 So he waited for his eyes to adjust to the dark. 
2 Soon he could see a way into another small room. 
3 He liked his new captain, but he had to keep the money a secret.
Then Dantes went back.
The people from his ship were surprised.
They asked him where he went.
All the work moving stones made Dantes look tired and dirty.1
So the men asked if he was okay.
He said he was okay.
The captain was in a hurry to leave, so they didn’t ask more questions.2
They left for the next city.
Once at the city, Dantes sold a few of the rings.
Even those few rings brought him a lot of money.
He told the captain that he had to leave and go back to Marseilles.3
The captain was sorry to see Dantes leave.
He thought Dantes was a good man.
Next, Dantes bought some new clothes and a small boat he could sail alone.
He took the new boat and sailed back to Monte Cristo.
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Check up
What is not true about the story?
a. Dantes’ dirty looks surprised the men.
b. Dantes got much money by selling rings.
c. Dantes gave money to the captain to leave.
Key Words & Sentences
dirty (adj): dơ bẩn
in a hurry: đang vội
leave for (v): đi đến
once (adv): ngay khi
sell (v): bán 
(sell - sold - sold)
a few (adj): một vài
be sorry to (adj): nuối tiếc 
sail (v): chèo, lái (thuyền)
1 All the work moving stones made Dantes look tired and dirty. 
2 The captain was in a hurry to leave, so they didn’t ask more questions. 
3 He told the captain that he had to leave and go back to Marseilles.
Dantes went back to the cave at Monte Cristo and got more of the money.
It was enough money for the life of a rich, noble man.1 
“I will say I am a Count,” Dantes thought.
“It’s been many years since anyone in Marseilles saw me.2 They will not know me.”
With the money and his new boat,
Dantes sailed back to Marseilles.
When he arrived back at the city, he tied up his new boat and went to the customs office.3
He knew the man working there, but the man did not know Dantes.
“What is your name?” the customs officer asked.
“Monte Cristo,” Dantes answered.
“I am the Count of Monte Cristo.”
The man looked at Dantes.
Then he looked at Dantes’ new boat.
He looked like a rich man.
“Thank you, sir. Welcome to Marseilles.”
And Dantes was free to go.
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Check up
Based on the story, write down “T” if true or “F” if false.
a. Dantes called himself the Count of Monte Cristo. ____
b. A customs officer thought Dantes was a noble man. ____
Key Words & Sentences
noble (adj): cao quý
count (n): bá tước
tie up (v): cột, buộc chặt
customs officer (n): nhân viên hải quan
look like (v): trông giống như
be free to + V (adj): được tự do làm gì
1 It was enough money for the life of a rich, noble man.
2 It’s been many years since anyone in Marseilles saw me. 
3 When he arrived back at the city, he tied up his new boat and went to the customs office.
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Back in his hometown, he found out that his father had died many years ago and that Mercedes had married her cousin and left Marseilles. Dantes was very sad.
He was also angry about Danglars and Judge Villefort.
He knew Danglars and Judge Villefort had done bad things to him.1
So he made a plan to get revenge.
It was a long plan, but Dantes had a long time.
His many years in prison had taught him patience.
Plus Faria had taught him many useful things about the world.
His plan of revenge took many years.
While Dantes was in prison, Danglars became very rich.
Dantes’ plan made Danglars very poor.
While Dantes was in prison, Judge Villefort had become a famous judge.
So Dantes used his plan to take the Judge away from his job.2
In the end Judge Villefort lost his mind and could not be a judge any more.
Faria’s death brought Dantes both a new life and revenge.3
Key Words
make a plan (v): lên kế hoạch 
(make - made - made)
get revenge (v): trả thù
patience (n): sự kiên trì
useful (adj): có ích
law (n): luật pháp
job (n): công việc
lose one’s mind (v): mất trí nhớ
death (n): cái chết
Key Sentences
1 He knew Danglars and Judge Villefort had done bad things to him.
2 So Dantes used his plan to take the Judge away from his job. 
3 Faria’s death brought Dantes both a new life and revenge.
Comprehension Quiz
A. Complete the sentences with the words given.
revenge - jewelry - stare - count
1. Rings, necklaces, and earrings are kinds of ____________.
2. Someone does something bad to you. So you do something bad to that person. This is called ____________.
3. To look at someone or something for a long time is to ____________.
4. Important, but below a king or a prince, is a ____________.
B. Connect the beginning and the end of the sentences.
1. Dantes followed the river • • a. made Dantes look tired. 
2. All the work moving stones • • b. he tied up his new boat. 
3. When Dantes arrived back at Marseilles • • c. like Faria had explained. 
4. His many yesrs in prison • • d. had taught Dantes patience.
C. Based on the story, mark “T” if true or “F” if false.
1. When Dantes returned to Marseilles, many people recognized him. 
2. Dantes’ father died, and Mercedes left Marseilles. 
3. It didn’t take long for Dantes to get revenge on Danglars and Villefort. 
4. Dantes shared the money and jewels from Monte Cristo with his new captain. 
D. Put the sentences in order.
1. Dantes found treasure on Monte Cristo.
2. The customs officer at Marseilles welcomed Dantes.
3. Dantes became the Count of Monte Cristo.
4. Dantes made a plan to get revenge on Danglars and Villefort.



Listening comprehension 
A. Listen and fill in the blanks.
1. I have a ___________ here that says you work for ___________.
2. It is better to talk to my new ___________ and forget about the ___________ for a while.
3. Now that you’re ___________, you won’t even talk to your ___________?
4. If the letter isn’t ___________, you can go back to your ___________.
5. Because of ___________, we are late getting ___________.
6. I’ll ___________ you the time to take the letter to ___________. 
B. Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.
1. ______________________?
(a) Danglars (b) Morrel (c) Faria
2. ______________________?
(a) Mercedes (b) Faria (c) Danglars
3. ______________________?
(a) Marseilles (b) Prison (c) Monte Cristo
C. Listen, write down the sentences, and mark “T” if true or “F” if false.
1. ______________________ T... F
2. ______________________ T... F
3. ______________________ T... F
4. ______________________ T... F
5. ______________________ T... F
D. Listen to the description of the characters and number each line.
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Dantes
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Faria
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Danglars
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Judge Villefort
1. __________________
2. __________________
3. __________________
4. __________________
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