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Let’s enjoy masterpieces 
Những câu chuyện cổ tích, những kiệt tác văn học tuyệt vời mà chúng ta đã biết từ thuở còn thơ vẫn luôn là kỷ niệm ấm áp mãi cho đến khi ta trưởng thành. Giờ đây, các tác phẩm văn học kinh điển được thể hiện dưới một hình thức mới mẻ và thú vị sẽ giúp ta làm sống lại những kỷ niệm đó. Bên cạnh đó, ta còn có thể thưởng thức sự sâu sắc và vẻ đẹp của những tác phẩm nguyên bản, điều mà các tác phẩm chuyển ngữ ít khi thực hiện được. Trong quá trình đọc sách, kỹ năng đọc hiểu tiếng Anh của bạn cũng sẽ được nâng cao rất nhiều.
Bộ sách được biên soạn theo một chương trình đặc biệt giúp nâng cao kỹ năng đọc hiểu cho những người mới bắt đầu, những người chưa hài lòng với khả năng làm chủ ngôn ngữ của mình, hay cho học sinh cấp tiểu học, trung học cơ sở và phổ thông. Những học viên này sẽ thưởng thức các kiệt tác văn học bằng tiếng Anh theo một hình thức rất thú vị và có tính hiệu quả cao.
Chương trình được soạn theo năm cấp độ, từ cấp độ cơ bản dành cho những người mới bắt đầu, với 350 từ, cho đến cấp độ trung bình khá, với 1.000 từ. Trong từng tập sách đều có các hướng dẫn dành cho người đọc theo từng cấp độ, giúp họ tiếp cận nội dung của tác phẩm bằng tiếng Anh một cách dễ dàng hơn. Bộ sách bao gồm những câu hỏi ôn tập giúp người đọc học từ vựng và hiểu được ý nghĩa của tác phẩm, cũng như kèm theo các hình minh họa thú vị tô điểm cho từng trang sách.
Với hình thức sách đọc kèm đĩa CD, nội dung tác phẩm được thể hiện lại một cách sinh động bởi các giọng đọc Mỹ chuyên nghiệp. Tác phẩm được viết lại theo từng cấp độ người đọc bởi một đội ngũ chuyên gia biên tập ngôn ngữ bản xứ, dựa trên nền tảng tiếng Anh của người Mỹ chuẩn với từ vựng được đề xuất bởi Bộ Giáo Dục. Vì thế, chương trình này sẽ vô cùng có ích, nhất là cho công tác giảng dạy tiếng Anh. Hãy cùng khám phá những điều thú vị và bổ ích của bộ sách này.



Introduction 
The author of the book
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William S. Porter “O. Henry”
(1862-1910)
His real name is William S. Porter. O. Henry, which is familiar to us all, is his pen name, said to be derived from his frequent calling of “Oh, Henry” the family cat. After losing his parents at an early age, O. Henry began to live a hard life, occupying himself with a number of different jobs. Then, in 1896, after he was accused of embezzling funds, he was sentenced to three years in prison, where he first started writing short stories based on his experiences. Upon his release, he settled in New York City and started to write full-time. Over just ten years, he wrote approximately 300 short stories. As seen in his major stories, The Last Leaf and The Gift of Magi, O. Henry usually wrote about the joys and sorrows of the lives of poor ordinary people in the Southern part of the USA and the slums of New York City.
The Gift of Magiis a Christmas story about a poor couple who love each other. They want to buy a special Christmas gift for each other, but they do not have enough money, so they decide to sell their personal treasures to buy a gift.
In the title of this story, The Gift of Magi, the Magi refer to the Three Wise Men who brought gifts to baby Jesus.
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Hans Christian Andersen
(1805-1875)
Andersen wrote countless children’s fairy tales, such as The Little Mermaid, The Ugly Duckling, and The Emperor’s New Clothes. Andersen managed to overcome difficulties, and achieve tremendous fame as a writer. Through Andersen’s lyrical story-telling, his beautiful, imaginary world and humanism are warmly combined in his works.
The Fir Tree is about a little fir tree that was always discontent and hoped for more. After longing to leave its boring forest home, the Fir tree finally achieved its wish, to be a Christmas tree. However, after the festivities of Christmas, the Fir tree found itself abandoned in the attic. This fairy tale, written in the form of a fable, teaches us a small lesson in life.
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How to use this book 
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1. Original English texts
Meanings are easy to understand as the text is divided phrase by phrase and sentence by sentence.
2. Key Words
The Vocabulary that is above the elementary level is listed.
3. Key Sentences
Sentences which are quite complicated or essential to the flow of the story are annotated.
4. Response Notes
Space is included so you can take notes about what you don’t clearly understand or about what you want to remember.
5. Check-up
Review quizzes to check your understanding of the text.
Audio CD
In the form of an audio book, popular in America, native speakers narrate texts in standard American English.



How to improve reading ability 
Step 1: Avoid unnecessary reading and catch key words
Practice catching the gist, through key words in sentences. You might question how guesswork with a few words could enhance your ability. However, it’s quite effective. If you continue, you will realize that it’s not a coincidence but that your own ability enables you to understand.
Step 2: Divide long sentences
Read in chunks of meaning, dividing sentences into meaningful chunks of information. In the book, lines change according to chunks of meaning. You are ready to move to the next level when you find yourself irritated by the changing lines. At this step, make it a habit to figure out the meaning of the sentence from the beginning to the end. If you try to understand the meaning of the sentence by reading it backwards, your reading speed will decrease. In addition, you will find listening to English difficult to follow.
Step 3: Make inferences and assumptions
Making inferences and assumptions are important skills. If you don’t know the vocabulary, try to guess the meaning of the words. Don’t go straight to the dictionary. Developing an ability to make inferences within the context is important. The first way to figure out the meaning of a word is from its context. Afterwards, check explanations or look up the vocabulary in a dictionary.
Step 4: Read a lot and many times
There is no shortcut to mastering English. Only those who do a lot of reading will make their way to the summit. Continuous exposure to English will help you improve your English ability, even though you may not quickly notice it.
This is a story about a married couple, poor but having warm hearts. Let’s try feel their love.
[image: 1-3_BeforeYouRead1_H]



THE GIFT OF MAGI 



Chapter one 
Only one dollar and eighty-sevencents 
Della sat at her kitchen table. 
She was counting something.
“One penny, two pennies, three pennies...,” she counted. 
She was saving pennies.1
Now, she had one dollar and eighty-seven cents.
She worked hard to save that money. 
Every time she went to the grocery,
she said, “Oh, it’s too expensive!
Please give me a discount.”2
She did this for many, many months.
She counted the money again and again.
But there was only one dollar and eighty-seven cents. 
She cried out, “No! There must be more money. 
I saved for so long!”3
[image: 1-3_04-05]
Key Words & Sentences
sit at: ngồi tại, ngồi ở (sit - sat - sat)
count (v): đếm
penny (n): đồng penny
(= pence)
save (v): dành dụm
every time: mỗi lần, mỗi khi
grocery (n): cửa hàng tạp hóa
give a discount: giảm giá
cry out: kêu lên
(cry - cried - cried)
must (modal verb): phải
for so long: trong thời gian dài, rất lâu
1 She was saving pennies. 
2 Oh, it’s too expensive! Please give me a discount. 
3 No! There must be more money. I saved for so long!
Life was not easy for Della.1
She lived in a very small apartment. 
It cost eight dollars a week.2
She had to spend her money very wisely.
At the entrance of the apartment, there was a doorbell.
But this didn’t work anymore.
There was also a letterbox. 
But it was too small for letters. 
It really wasn’t a very good apartment. 
On the letterbox, there was the name “Mr. James Dillingham Young.”3
This was Della’s husband.
A long time ago, Mr. James Dillingham Young was proud of his name. 
Once, his salary was thirty dollars a week.4
Now, it was only twenty. 
Twenty dollars never bought very much.5
But, sometimes, that didn’t matter.6
When he came home, his wife always greeted and hugged him.
He was her “Jim.”7
[image: 1-3_07]
Check up
Choose what is not true about the couple.
a. They live in a poor apartment.
b. Their life was better than now.
c. They don’t get along with each other.
Key Words & Sentences
life (n): cuộc sống
live in: sống trong
cost (v): tiêu tốn, tốn kém
(cost - cost - cost)
have to + V: phải
spend (v): chi tiêu
wisely (adv): một cách khôn ngoan, sáng suốt
entrance (n): cổng vào, lối vào
doorbell (n): chuông cửa
work (v): hoạt động
anymore (adv): nữa
letterbox (n): thùng thư, hộp thư
husband (n): chồng
1 Life was not easy for Della.
2 It cost eight dollars a week. 
3 On the letterbox, there was the name “Mr. James Dillingham Young.” 
4 Once, his salary was thirty dollars a week. 
5 Twenty dollars never bought very much. 
6 But, sometimes, that didn’t matter. 
7 He was her “Jim.”
Now, Della still sat at the kitchen table, and cried. 
She wiped her tears and stood up. 
Tomorrow was Christmas. 
She only had one dollar and eighty-seven cents to buy her husband a present.1
She saved for a long time but it wasn’t enough. 
She wanted to buy something very nice for him.2
She walked to another window. 
As she walked, she passed a mirror.3
It was between two windows. 
It wasn’t a very good mirror, of course.
It was a mirror in an eight-dollar-a-week apartment.4
She looked at herself in the mirror.5
Her eyes were red and puffy from crying.6
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Check up
Why did Della save money for a long time?
a. She had to pay the rent.
b. She wanted to buy a new mirror.
c. She wanted to buy a nice present for her husband.
Key Words
still (adv): vẫn
wipe (v): chùi, lau 
(wipe - wiped - wiped)
tears (n): nước mắt
stand up: đứng dậy
(stand - stood - stood)
present (n): món quà
enough (adj): đủ
another (adj): khác
as (conj): khi
pass (v): đi ngang qua
between (prep): ở giữa
of course (idiom): dĩ nhiên, tất nhiên
herself (pronoun): chính cô ta
puffy (adj): sưng húp
from (prep): vì
Key Sentences
1 She only had one dollar and eighty-seven cents to buy her husband a present. 
2 She wanted to buy something very nice for him. 
3 As she walked, she passed a mirror. 
4 It was a mirror in an eight-dollar-a-week apartment. 
5 She looked at herself in the mirror. 
6 Her eyes were red and puffy from crying.
Then, she got an idea.1
Her hair was tied up, but now she pulled it down.2
She had a lot of very long, beautiful hair. 
There were two things that she and her husband valued very much.3
One was a gold watch. 
Jim received it from his grandfather.
He loved it very much.
[image: 1-3_11]
 
The other was Della’s hair.
Della’s hair was envied by many people.4
Some people said to Della,
“Your hair is more beautiful than the Queen of Sheba’s jewels!”5
Jim’s watch was also very wonderful. 
Some people said to him,
“Your watch is good enough for a King!”6
So, Jim and Della were very proud of these things.
[image: 1-3_10]
Key Words & Sentences
then (adv): sau đó
get an idea: nảy ra một ý nghĩ
(get - got - gotten)
tie up: cột, buộc
(tie - tied - tied)
pull down: buông, xõa xuống
a lot of: rất nhiều
value (v): quý trọng
love (v): yêu thích
the other (pronoun): cái còn lại
envy (v): ghen tị, thèm muốn
than + N (conj): hơn 
(dùng trong so sánh hơn) 
Queen of Sheba: Nữ hoàng Sheba
jewel (n): trang sức
wonderful (adj): tuyệt, đẹp
good enough for + someone/something: tương xứng với ai/ vật gì đó
be proud of: tự hào, hãnh diện về
1 Then, she got an idea. 
2 Her hair was tied up, but now she pulled it down. 
3 There were two things that she and her husband valued very much.
4 Della's hair was envied by many people. 
5 "Your hair is more beautiful than the Queen of Sheba's jewels!" 
6 "Your watch is good enough for a King!"
Della continued looking at her hair.1
It fell around her shoulders, down her back, and to her knees.2
It was very, very long hair. 
Her hair was almost like a dress. 
She tied it up again.
She did it quickly, but she suddenly felt very sad. 
A couple of tears rolled down her cheeks.3
[image: 1-3_12]
She quickly put on her old brown coat, and her old brown hat.4
She locked her apartment and hurried down the stairs and out of the apartment building.5
She walked down the street to look for a special store.
After a few minutes, she found it and looked at the sign:
Madame Sofronie. 
Hair Goods of All Kinds.6
[image: 1-3_13]
Key Words
fall around: xõa (fall - fell - fallen)
almost like: gần như
quickly (adv): nhanh chóng
suddenly (adv): đột ngột, bất chợt
a couple of: những (giọt nước mắt)
roll down: lăn dài
(roll - rolled - rolled)
put on: mặc (quần áo), đội (mũ)
(put - put - put)
lock (v): khóa
(lock - locked - locked)
hurry down: đi vội xuống
stair (n): cầu thang, bậc thang
out of: ra khỏi
look for: tìm kiếm
find (v): tìm thấy 
(find - found - found)
sign (n): biển hiệu
goods (n): sản phẩm, mẫu (tóc)
kind (n): loại
Key Sentences
1 Della continued looking at her hair. 
2 It fell around her shoulders, down her back, and to her knees.
3 A couple of tears rolled down her cheeks. 
4 She quickly put on her old brown coat, and her old brown hat. 
5 She locked her apartment and hurried down the stairs and out of the apartment building. 
6 Madame Sofronie. Hair Goods of All Kinds.
Comprehension Quiz
A. Circle the words related to Della.
[image: 0012]
B. Match the words with their meanings.
1. Door bell
2. Letter box
3. Wise
4. Hurry
5. Mirror
a noise
a. To do something quickly
b. Be very smart
c. A thing to put mail into
d. A thing to see yourself in
e. A thing you press to make 
C. Based on the story, mark ‘T’ if true or ‘F’ if false.
1. Jim received a watch from his father. T...F 
2. Della saved money for a long time. T...F 
3. It was easy for Della to save money. T...F 
4. Della’s hair fell to her knees. T...F 
5. Jim had more money than before. T...F 
D. Followings are the descriptions of the things that Della and her husband find precious. Fill in the blanks with the words below.
envied 
valued 
loved
There were two things that she and her husband 
_______ very much. One was a gold watch. Jim received it from his grandfather a long time ago. He _______ it very much. The other was Della’s hair. Della’s hair was _______ by many people.



Chapter two 
A Christmas present 
Della didn’t wait. 
She didn’t want to lose her courage.1
She thought about her husband and his present. 
She walked up the stairs and saw a large woman. 
She looked very cold and unwelcoming. 
Della asked her, “Will you buy my hair?”2
The woman looked at her and said, 
“I buy hair. Take off your hat. I need to see your hair.”3
So Della took off her hat and pulled down her hair.
It looked like a waterfall of beautiful hair.
“Twenty dollars,” said Madame. 
“I’ll give you twenty dollars for it.”4
“Okay,” said Della. 
“Cut it off quickly.”
Madame Sofronie cut off Della’s hair and gave her twenty dollars.
[image: 1-3_17]
Check up
What did Madame Sofronie buy for 20 dollars?
a. Della’s Christmas present
b. Della’s hat
c. Della’s hair
Key Words
lose (v): mất
(lose - lost - lost)
courage (n): dũng khí, sự can đảm
think about: nghĩ đến
(think - thought - thought)
look + adjective (v): trông có vẻ
cold (adj): lạnh lùng
unwelcoming (adj): thiếu thiện chí
take off: cởi, bỏ ra
(take - took - taken)
need + to V (v): cần
look like + Noun: trông giống như 
waterfall (n): dòng thác
cut off: cắt
(cut - cut - cut)
Key Sentences
1 She didn’t want to lose her courage. 
2 Will you buy my hair? 
3 I buy hair. Take off your hat. I need to see your hair. 
4 I’ll give you twenty dollars for it.
Della left the store happily. 
She went out to buy Jim’s Christmas present. 
For two hours, she searched many stores.1
Finally, she found her husband’s present. 
There was only one like it.2
It was very simple but elegant. 
It was a platinum fob chain
for his watch.3
It was the perfect gift. 
She paid twenty-one dollars for it. 
She had no regrets. 
Jim would love it.4
Jim loved his watch.
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But these days, he was a little embarrassed.
He only looked at his watch in private.5
It was because of the old leather strap on the watch.
Now, he could proudly look at his watch.
He won’t have to be embarrassed anymore.6
[image: 1-3_19]
Key Words
search (v): tìm kiếm
finally (adv): cuối cùng
elegant (adj): sang trọng, thanh lịch
platinum (n): bạch kim
fob chain (n): dây đeo đồng hồ
perfect (adj): lý tưởng, hoàn hảo
gift (= present) (n): món quà
pay for: trả (tiền) cho
(pay - paid - paid)
regret (n): sự hối tiếc
these days: dạo gần đây
embarrassed (adj): bối rối, lúng túng
in private: riêng, một mình
leather (adj): (thuộc) da
strap (n): sợi dây
proudly (adv): một cách hãnh diện, tự hào
won’t = will not (v): sẽ không
Key Sentences
1 For two hours, she searched many stores. 
2 There was only one like it. 
3 It was a platinum fob chain for his watch. 
4 Jim would love it. 
5 He only looked at his watch in private. 
6 He won’t have to be embarrassed anymore.
[image: 1-3_20]
Della hurried home with her chain and eighty-seven cents.1
Now, she started to feel a little sad about her hair.2
But she thought, “It will grow quickly.” 
She got out her curling irons. 
She turned her short hair into many little curls.3
She looked at her hair in the mirror again and again.
“I hope Jim doesn’t hate it,” she thought.4
“I did it for him. I did it for love. 
What could I buy with one dollar and eighty-seven cents?5
No! Jim won’t hate it. 
He will think I look like a singing girl.”6
So, she forgot about her hair. 
She started to prepare dinner.
Tonight, they would have pork chops and coffee.7
Check up
What is Della worried about?
a. Jim may not like the present.
b. Jim may not like her short haircut.
c. Not having prepared dinner.
Key Words & Sentences
hurry (v): đi vội, đi gấp
(hurry - hurried - hurried)
with + Noun (prep): với, cùng với
grow (v): mọc ra
(grow - grew - grown)
get out: lấy ra
(get - got - gotten)
curling iron (n): dụng cụ cuốn nóng
turn into: cuộn thành
curl (n): lọn tóc quăn
hate (v): ghét
buy with: mua được với giá
(buy - bought - bought)
forget (about) (v): quên đi chuyện gì
(forget - forgot - forgotten)
prepare (v): chuẩn bị
dinner (n): bữa ăn tối
pork chop (n): thịt heo nướng
1 Della hurried home with her chain and eighty-seven cents. 
2 Now, she started to feel a little sad about her hair. 
3 She turned her short hair into many little curls. 
4 “I hope Jim doesn’t hate it,” she thought. 
5 What could I buy with one dollar and eighty-seven cents? 
6 He will think I look like a singing girl. 
7 Tonight, they would have pork chops and coffee.
Della heard him walking up the apartment stairs.1
Jim always came home on time.2
She quickly sat down on a chair near the doorway. 
She put the chain in her hand and made a little prayer3, “Please, let him think I am still beautiful!” 
The door opened and her husband came in. 
He looked very tired tonight. 
He was only twenty-two, but he looked older.4
He had many things to worry about. 
He took off his old coat. 
He really needed a new one.
Then, he saw his wife. 
His face had no expression.5
Della thought, “What is he thinking? 
Does he hate my hair? 
Does he think I’m ugly?”
[image: 1-3_23]
Check up
Mark ‘T’ if true or ‘F’ if false.
a. Jim always comes home on time.
b. Jim looks old for his age.
c. Jim’s coat is new.
Key Words & Sentences
on time: đúng giờ
sit down: ngồi xuống
(sit - sat - sat)
doorway (n): ô cửa
put (v): đặt, để
make a prayer: cầu nguyện
let (v): hãy để cho
come in: bước vào
tired (adj): mệt mỏi
older (adj): già hơn
worry (about) (v): lo lắng về
take off: cởi ra
expression (n): sự biểu lộ, thái độ
1 Della heard him walking up the apartment stairs. 
2 Jim always came home on time. 
3 She put the chain in her hand and made a little prayer. 
4 He was only twenty-two, but he looked older. 
5 His face had no expression.
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She could not wait for him to speak.1
She jumped up and ran to him. 
“Jim, Honey! Why don’t you say something?
Don’t look like that. It’ll grow quickly again.2
Don’t worry! It grows very fast,” she said.
“You cut your hair off?” he asked her.
He seemed almost stupid. 
It was easy to see his wife’s short hair.3
“Yes,” she said. 
“I cut it off and sold it. 
I got you a beautiful gift. 
I know you will love it. 
It’s perfect for you. 
Do you hate my hair? 
I’m still the same person.4
Don’t you like me with or without my hair?”5
Key Words
wait for: chờ đợi
jump up: đứng lên
honey (n): anh yêu
fast (adv): nhanh
cut off: cắt
seem (v): có vẻ như
almost (adv): gần như
stupid (adj): ngẩn người ra
sell (v): bán
(sell - sold - sold)
get (v): mua
(get - got - gotten)
same (adj): như nhau, cùng là một
with or without: có hay không
Key Sentences
1 She could not wait for him to speak. 
2 Don’t look like that. 
3 It was easy to see his wife’s short hair. 
4 I’m still the same person. 
5 Don’t you like me with or without my hair?
Comprehension Quiz
A. Look at the pictures and complete the sentences.
opened - walked - took - cut
1. She ______ up the stairs. 
[image: 001]
2. Della ______ off her hat. 
[image: 002]
3. She ______ off Della’s hair. 
[image: 003]
4. He ______ the door and came in.
[image: 004]
B. Complete the sentences with the verbs in the past tense.
1. Della sees them in a Broadway store window.
⇒Della _______ them in a Broadway store window.
2. She sits on a chair near the doorway.
⇒She _______ on a chair near the doorway.
3. She cannot wait for him to speak.
⇒She _______ for him to speak.
C. Choose the correct answers to the following questions.
1. What did she buy for Jim?
(a) A watch 
(b) A coat
(c) A fob chain 
(d) Shoes
2. Why did Della cut her hair off?
(a) Because she wanted to buy Jim a good present.
(b) Because short hair looked good on her.
(c) Because she didn’t like her long hair anymore.
(d) Because Jim asked her to.
D. Followings are the description of the present that Della prepared for Jim. Fill in the blanks with the right word.
regrets - perfect - dollars - embarrassed
It was the _________________ gift. She paid twenty one 
_________________ for it. She had no _________________. Jim would love it. Jim loved his watch. But these days, he was a little _________________.



Chapter three 
The big surprise 
Now, Jim looked at his wife. 
He said, “Come here. 
I want to hold you.” 
Della walked to
her husband and 
they held each other
for a few moments.1
[image: 1-3_28]
“Please don’t misunderstand me,”2 he said. 
“Nothing could stop me from loving you. 
No haircut will change that.”3
Then, he took something from his pocket and put it on the table.
“Open the package,” he said.
“Then you will know why I looked so strange.4
Go on, open it up.” 
She took the package and started to open it. 
A moment later, she screamed happily,
“Oh, Honey! It’s beautiful.” 
This happiness soon changed to tears.5
Della started to cry.
[image: 1-3_29]
Key Words
hold (v): ôm
(hold - held - held)
each other (pronoun): nhau, lẫn nhau
for a few moments: một lúc
misunderstand (v): hiểu lầm, hiểu sai
nothing (n): không có gì
haircut (n): sự cắt tóc
change (v): làm thay đổi
take (v): lấy ra
(take - took - taken)
package (n): gói đồ
so (adv): đến như vậy
a moment later: một lát sau
scream (v): thốt lên, kêu lên
happiness (n): niềm sung sướng, hạnh phúc
soon (adv): chẳng mấy chốc, 
ngay sau đó
change to: biến thành
Key Sentences
1 Della walked to her husband and they held each other for a few moments. 
2 Please don’t misunderstand me. 
3 No haircut will change that. 
4 Then you will know why I looked so strange. 
5 This happiness soon changed to tears.
[image: 1-3_30]
Her husband rushed to her side. 
“Don’t cry,” he said. “Don’t cry.” 
But she couldn’t stop. 
He comforted her for a few minutes.1
On the table, there was a set of combs. 
They were beautiful. 
Della saw them in a Broadway store window.2
She wanted them for a long time.
They were very expensive.
They would have looked beautiful in her long, brown hair.3
She picked them up and hugged them.4
She looked at her husband and said happily,
“I will wear them soon. 
My hair grows very fast.” 
Then, she remembered something. 
“Oh! Oh!” she cried. 
“I didn’t give you your present yet.”5
She jumped up and opened her hand.6
Her eyes were now sparkling with joy.7
[image: 1-3_31]
Key Words
rush to: chạy vội tới 
(rush (n): sự lao tới)
side (n): bên, phía
comfort (v): an ủi, vỗ về
for a few minutes: một lúc
set (n): món, đồ
comb (n): đồ cài tóc
pick up: cầm lên
hug (v): ghì chặt
(hug - hugged - hugged)
wear (v): mang, cài
grow (v): dài ra
(grow - grew - grown)
then (adv): sau đó
yet (adv): chưa
sparkle (v): long lanh, lấp lánh
with joy: vì vui sướng
Key Sentences
1 He comforted her for a few minutes. 
2 Della saw them in a Broadway store window. 
3 They would have looked beautiful in her long, brown hair. 
4 She picked them up and hugged them. 
5 I didn’t give you your present yet. 
6 She jumped up and opened her hand. 
7 Her eyes were now sparkling with joy.
“Isn’t it beautiful? 
It will be perfect for your watch.1
I looked everywhere for it today.
Now you won’t be embarrassed about your watch. 
You can look at it one hundred times a day.2
Give me your watch. 
I want to put it on your watch,”3 she said. 
But Jim did not give her his watch.
Instead, he lay down on the sofa and smiled.4
“Della,” he said. 
“I don’t want to think about Christmas and Christmas presents anymore. 
Let’s put them away.5
Let’s use them later.” 
“I don’t have my watch anymore.
I sold it to buy your combs. 
Why don’t you make the dinner now?”
Della just looked at him.6
She couldn’t believe it. 
But she didn’t say anything. 
She just went to the kitchen to prepare dinner.7
[image: 1-3_33]
Key Words
everywhere (adv): khắp nơi
won’t = will not (v): sẽ không
time (n): lần 
(one hundred times: một trăm lần)
instead (adv): thay vào đó
lie down: nằm nghỉ ngơi, ngả lưng
(lie - lay - lain)
anymore (adv): nữa
put away: cất đi
(put - put - put)
later (adv): sau này
just (adv): chỉ biết
believe (v): tin
Key Sentences
1 It will be perfect for your watch. 
2 You can look at it one hundred times a day. 
3 I want to put it on your watch. 
4 Instead, he lay down on the sofa and smiled. 
5 Let’s put them away. 
6 Della just looked at him. 
7 But she didn’t say anything. She just went to the kitchen to prepare dinner.
[image: 1-3_34]
People love to give gifts at Christmas. 
This tradition began with the Magi.1
They were wise men. 
They brought gifts to baby Jesus in the manger a long time ago.2
They were wise men and their gifts were wise, too. 
This is a story of two foolish people. 
They foolishly gave away their most precious things. 
But they did it for love. 
This is the reason for giving gifts.3
[image: 1-3_35]
So those two foolish people were the wisest of all.4
They are the Magi. 
They were poor, yet they were rich in love.5
They sold their most precious things for each other.6
This is the true meaning of Christmas.
Which are “their most precious things” from the text?
His coat and the presents
The hair and the watch
The watch chain and the combs
Key Words
tradition (n): truyền thống
begin with (v): bắt đầu với
Magi (n): (Kinh Thánh) những nhà thông thái
(= the wise men)
wise (adj): khôn ngoan, thông thái
men (số nhiều của man) (n): những người đàn ông
bring (v): mang, đem
(bring - brought - brought)
baby Jesus (n): Chúa Hài Đồng 
manger (n): máng ăn (gia súc)
foolish (adj): dại dột, ngớ ngẩn
give away: trao, cho 
precious (adj): quý giá
reason (n): lý do
wisest (adj): khôn ngoan nhất
poor (adj): nghèo khó
yet (conj): tuy nhiên
rich (adj): giàu có
true (adj): thật sự, đích thực
meaning (n): ý nghĩa
Key Sentences
1 This tradition began with the Magi. 
2 They brought gifts to baby Jesus in the manger a long time ago. 
3 This is the reason for giving gifts. 
4 So those two foolish people were the wisest of all. 
5 They were poor, yet they were rich in love. 
6 They sold their most precious things for each other.
Comprehension Quiz
A. Circle the words related to the Magi.
[image: 0023]
B. Based on the story, mark ‘T’ if true or ‘F’ if false.
1. Jim gave Della an expensive present. 
2. She cried because she didn’t like the present. 
3. Jim sold his watch to buy her a present. 
4. Jim was angry about Della’s hair. 
5. People only want to get a gift at Christmas.
C. Complete the sentences with the verbs in the past progressive tense.
ex. ) Jim looked at his wife. ⇨ Jim was looking at his wife.
1. He took something from his pocket.
⇒He _____________ something from his pocket.
2. My hair grows fast.
⇒My hair _____________ fast.
3. Jim didn’t give her his watch.
⇒Jim _____________ her his watch.
4. She went to the kitchen to prepare for dinner.
⇒She _____________ to the kitchen to prepare for dinner.
D. Put the sentences in order. 
1. Jim said, “I sold the watch to buy your combs.”
2. Jim gave Della a package to open.
3. Della went to the kitchen to prepare dinner.
4. Della said, “Now you won’t be embarrassed about your watch.” 
____⇒____⇒____⇒____⇒____



THE FIR TREE
This is a story about a fir tree which was always unsatisfied.
The arrogant fir tree was growing in the woods.
[image: 1-3_BeforeYouRead2_H]
 



Chapter one 
The tree in the forest 
[image: 1-3_40]
Just outside a village, there was a beautiful forest. 
It was full of so many kinds of trees.1
On the edge of the forest, there was a pretty Fir tree.2
He was still a small tree.
He lived in a very nice place. 
There was a lot of sunshine and fresh air.3
Around him, there were many other fir trees. 
Some were much bigger and others were the same size.
There were also many pine trees. 
They all looked so big. 
He wanted to be big too.
His life was very good. 
But he did not know that. 
He did not care about the warm sunshine or fresh air.4
[image: 1-3_41-1]
Key Words
outside (adv): bên ngoài
be full of: đầy, nhiều
many kinds of: rất nhiều loại
edge (n): bìa (rừng)
fir tree (n): cây linh sam
a lot of + Noun: nhiều
pine tree (n): cây thông
want to be + N: muốn trở thành
care about: quan tâm đến
Key Sentences
1 It was full of so many kinds of trees. 
2 On the edge of the forest, there was a pretty Fir tree. 
3 There was a lot of sunshine and fresh air. 
4 He did not care about the warm sunshine or fresh air.
[image: 1-3_42]
Many children came to pick strawberries in the woods.1
Sometimes, they sat under the little Fir tree. 
They often said, “Let’s sit under that little Fir tree.2
It is so pretty.” 
But the Fir tree did not like this. 
He did not like being ‘little.’3
Every year, the Fir tree grew bigger.4
But he was still not happy.
He looked at other trees around him. 
He thought, “I want to be big like those trees. 
I want to have big branches with many leaves.
I want to stand tall, and see many things in the sky. 
I want birds to build nests in my branches.5
I want to bend elegantly in the wind.”6
He was never happy.
Check up
How does the Fir tree usually feel?
a. angry
b. unhappy
c. funny
Key Words
children (số nhiều của child) (n): những đứa trẻ
pick (v): hái
strawberry (n): quả dâu tây
woods (= forest) (n): rừng
often (adv): thường
Let’s + V: hãy cùng làm gì
grow (v): phát triển, lớn lên
(grow - grew - grown)
those (số nhiều của that) (adj): đó, kia
branch (n): cành cây
leaves (số nhiều của leaf) (n): 
những lá cây
build (v): xây (tổ)
(build - built - built)
nest (n): tổ, ổ
bend (v): uốn cong
(bend - bent - bent)
elegantly (adv): phong nhã, uyển chuyển
Key Sentences
1 Many children came to pick strawberries in the woods. 
2 Let’s sit under that little Fir tree. 
3 He did not like being ‘little.’ 
4 Every year, the Fir tree grew bigger. 
5 I want birds to build nests in my branches. 
6 I want to bend elegantly in the wind.
Two more years went by and he grew and grew.1
He was now much bigger.
“I am getting bigger,” he thought.
“Grow! I must grow taller!”
Every autumn, the woodcutters came to cut down the largest trees.2
The Fir tree heard the sounds “Chop! Chop! Chop!” 
Then, there was a “Crash!!”
The trees tumbled down. 
The Fir tree became very frightened.3
The Fir tree thought,
“Why did the men cut down the trees? 
Where did they go? What will happen to them?”4
[image: 1-3_45-1]
Key Words
go by: trôi qua
(go - went - gone)
much (adv): nhiều
autumn (= fall) (n): mùa thu
woodcutter (n): tiều phu
cut down: đốn, chặt
(cut - cut - cut)
chop (n): nhát bổ 
crash (n): tiếng đổ sầm
tumble down: đổ xuống
frightened (adj): hoảng sợ, khiếp đảm
think (v): nghĩ
(think - thought - thought)
happen (v): xảy ra
Key Sentences
1 Two more years went by and he grew and grew.
2 Every autumn, the woodcutters came to cut down the largest trees. 
3 The Fir tree became very frightened. 
4 What will happen to them?
He saw some swallows, and asked them.
“Yes, I think I saw them,” they answered.
“I flew to Egypt and I saw many ships. 
On the ships, there were gigantic masts.1
They had huge white sails and danced in the wind.2
They were very elegant. 
You should be proud.”3
This made the Fir tree happy. 
He thought, “I want to sail across the sea. 
I want to be a gigantic mast with dancing sails. 
I would be so happy.”4
The air and the sunshine heard the tree and said, “Don’t wish for another life.5 Be happy now.6
You have warm sunlight. 
You have a healthy trunk.”
But the tree did not understand them.
What happens to the cut wood?
It is used for making furniture.
It is shipped abroad.
It is used for making masts.
Key Words
swallow (n): chim nhạn
fly: bay
(fly - flew - flown)
Egypt (n): Ai Cập
gigantic (adj): khổng lồ
mast (n): cột buồm
huge (adj): to lớn, khổng lồ
sail (n): cánh buồm
elegant (adj): cừ khôi
should (modal verb): nên
proud (adj): tự hào
sail (v): đi thuyền
across (prep): ngang qua
I would be + adj: tôi sẽ 
wish (v): ước
healthy (adj): khỏe mạnh
trunk (n): thân cây
Key Sentences
1 On the ships, there were gigantic masts. 
2 They had huge white sails, and danced in the wind. 
3 You should be proud. 
4 I would be so happy. 
5 Don’t wish for another life. 
6 Be happy now.
This year, the woodcutters came before Christmas.1
They did not cut down big trees.
They cut down young trees.
The Fir tree was very confused.2
“Why are they cutting down such young trees?”3
There were some sparrows sitting in his branches. 
So the Fir tree asked them,
“Where are the trees going? 
Those are smaller than me.4
Why did the men cut them down?”
[image: 1-3_47]
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Key Words & Sentences
confused (adj): băn khoăn, 
không hiểu được
such (adj): như thế
sparrow (n): chim sẻ
cut off: đốn, chặt
smaller (adj): nhỏ hơn
than + noun (prep): hơn (dùng trong so sánh hơn)
1 This year, the woodcutters came before Christmas. 
2 The Fir tree was very confused. 
3 Why are they cutting down such young trees? 
4 Those trees are smaller than me.
[image: 1-3_48-49]
This time, the Sparrows said, “We know! 
We looked in through some windows in the village.1
The trees will go there. They will be so beautiful. 
They will wear so many colors and lights.2
They will be so happy. 
They will live in a warm room with many presents under them.”
The Fir tree was very interested in this. 
The tree thought, “It sounds wonderful. 
It is better than sailing across the sea. 
I want to live in such a place.3
I suffer so much in this forest!4
Something better must be waiting for me.”
Again, the sunlight and the air heard the tree.5
They said to him, “Do not be so foolish. 
Your life in the forest is the best. 
Be happy with that.” 
But the tree ignored them.
Key Words
this time: lần này
look in: nhìn vào
through (prep): qua
colors (n): nhiều màu sắc
light (n): ánh sáng
present (= gift) (n): món quà
be interested in + N/V-ing: thích thú với điều gì 
sound + adj (v): nghe có vẻ
better than: hay hơn là, tốt hơn là
such a place: một nơi như thế
suffer (v): chịu đựng
must be + V-ing: chắc hẳn đang
the best: điều tốt nhất
ignore (v): lờ đi, không quan tâm
Key Sentences
1 We looked in through some windows in the village. 
2 They will wear so many colors and lights. 
3 I want to live in such a place. 
4 I suffer so much in this forest! 
5 Again, the sunlight and the air heard the tree.
Finally, the woodcutters came. 
They stood in front of him, and said,
“This one will be perfect.”1
[image: 1-3_50-51]
A few moments later, the tree felt a sharp pain. 
It was the axe. Whack! Whack! Whack! 
He fell to the ground. Crash!! 
It was not the happiness he dreamed of.2
He suddenly felt very sad. 
He thought, “My home! 
I am separated from my home.3
I will never see it again. 
I will never feel the fresh air or the warm sunlight. 
I will never hear the birds sing again.4
I am so sad.”
Key Words & Sentences
finally (adv): cuối cùng
in front of: trước mặt
perfect (adj): lý tưởng, hoàn hảo
sharp (adj): buốt, nhói
pain (n): sự đau đớn, cơn đau
axe (n): cái rìu
whack (n): tiếng bổ mạnh
fall to: đổ xuống, ngã
(fall - fell - fallen)
ground (n): mặt đất
dream of: mơ về, tưởng tượng ra
be separated from: bị chia cách khỏi
(separate (v): chia cách)
1 This one will be perfect. 
2 It was not the happiness he dreamed of. 
3 I am separated from my home. 
4 I will never hear the birds sing again.
Comprehension Quiz
A. Look at the pictures and complete the sentences.
cuts - pick - flies - sits
1. Children came to ______ strawberries. 
[image: 005]
2. A man ______ under a tree.
[image: 006]
3. He ______ down the tree. 
[image: 007]
4. A bird ______ to their nest.
[image: 008]
B. Based on the story, mark ‘T’ if true or ‘F’ if false. T...F
1. The Fir tree was unhappy living in the forest. T...F
2. The Fir tree always wanted to be big. T...F
3. The air and the sunshine hated him. T...F
4. Men went to the forest to plant new trees. T...F
C. Fill in the blanks with ‘many’ or ‘much.’
(Note: ‘many’ comes in front of countable nouns and ‘much’ in front of uncountable nouns.)
ex. ) There were many students.
I don’t have much homework.
1. There aren’t ________________ books on the table.
2. You don’t need ________________ money? 
3. There isn’t ________________ milk.
4. There weren’t ________________ balloons left after the party.
D. Put the sentences in order.
1. Woodcutters cut down the Fir tree.
2. Many children went to the woods to pick strawberries.
3. The Fir tree was sad when he left the forest.
4. The Fir tree wanted to sail across the sea.
5. Woodcutters came to cut down very big trees.
_____⇒_____⇒_____⇒_____⇒_____
The Fir tree was really happy to become a Christmas tree, but lost everything as Christmas came to an end…
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Chapter two 
A very sad life 
[image: 1-3_54-55]
The Fir tree was put into a large room.1
He looked around the room curiously. 
Soon after, many servants and young girls came in. 
They started to decorate the tree.
They hung many colored decorations on the tree.2
On the top, they put a large golden star.
The tree looked at his branches. 
He was dressed in many colors.3
He looked very beautiful.
“Now my life will be wonderful,” thought the tree. 
“I will live my life in this warm room. 
The sunlight and the air were all wrong.4
Maybe the sparrows will come to see me. 
Maybe they will tell other trees about my grand life.”
He was so happy now. 
He felt very good about his future.5
Key Words
be put into: được đặt bên trong (put - put - put)
look around: nhìn quanh
curiously (adv): tò mò, hiếu kỳ
soon after: không lâu sau đó
servant (n): người hầu
come in: bước vào
decorate (v): trang hoàng, trang trí
hang (v): treo, mắc
(hang - hung - hung)
decoration (n): đồ trang trí
on the top: ở trên cùng
be dressed in: được trang trí đẹp với 
grand (adj): vĩ đại, huy hoàng
Key Sentences
1 The Fir tree was put into a large room. 
2 They hung many colored decorations on the tree. 
3 He was dressed in many colors. 
4 The sunlight and the air were all wrong. 
5 He felt very good about the future.
A few moments later, the door to the room opened. 
Many children came in. 
They ran to the tree and stopped.1
Just after them, the adults walked in.2
Together, they all admired the beautiful tree.3
The tree felt so happy. 
It was very noisy in that room that night. 
The children screamed joyfully and danced around the tree.4
[image: 1-3_56]
Later, all the people sang Christmas carols together.
The tree enjoyed watching all of this. 
He thought, “This is all for me!5
I will enjoy this every night.” 
He was very content.
Check up
Why is the Fir tree happy?
a. It becomes a Christmas tree just like its old wish.
b. The kids like it.
c. The other trees are jealous.
Key Words & Sentences
just after: ngay đằng sau
adult (n): người lớn, người trưởng thành
admire (v): ngưỡng mộ, ngắm nhìn
noisy (adj): huyên náo, ồn ào
that night: đêm đó
scream (v): hét lên
joyfully (adv): vui sướng
content (adj): hài lòng, mãn nguyện
1 They ran to the tree and stopped. 
2 Just after them, the adults walked in. 
3 Together, they all admired the beautiful tree. 
4 The children screamed joyfully and danced around the tree. 
5 This is all for me!
The next morning, the tree wanted to see the children.
But they did not come to see him.1
Instead, some servants came into the room. 
He thought, “Yesterday, the servants decorated me.
Today, they will decorate me again.”
But this did not happen.2
The servants pulled the tree down. 
They took him out of the room. 
Then, they took him up many stairs and put him into a dark room.3
He was forgotten.4
Many more lonely nights passed.5
One night, there was a sound, “Squeak! Squeak!”
They were little mice.
The curious mice wanted to know about the tree.6
The tree told stories about the forest.
They were amazed.
They said, “Your life is interesting!
You were very happy in the forest!”
The tree replied, “Yes, I was happy there.
But my life is not interesting anymore.”7
[image: 1-3_57]
Check up
Why was the Fir tree moved into a dark room?
a. He withered up.
b. Christmas was over.
c. The kids didn’t like him.
Key Words & Sentences
next morning: sáng hôm sau
instead (adv): thay vì
come into: bước vào 
happen (v): xảy ra
pull A down (v): dỡ A xuống, hạ A xuống
take out of: đưa ra ngoài
(take - took - taken)
stairs (n): những bậc thang
be forgotten: bị lãng quên 
(forget - forgot - forgotten)
pass (v): trôi qua
one night: một đêm nọ
squeak (n): tiếng chít chít 
mice (số nhiều của mouse) (n): những con chuột 
curious (adj): tò mò, hiếu kỳ
know about: biết về, nghe kể về
amazed (adj): háo hức
1 But they did not come to see him. 
2 But this did not happen. 
3 Then, they took him up many stairs and put him into a dark room. 
4 He was forgotten. 
5 Many more lonely nights passed.
6 The curious mice wanted to know about the tree. 
7 But my life is not interesting anymore.
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At night they went to hear his story.
He told them many stories about Christmas Eve.
This continued for a few more nights.1
Finally, the tree had no more stories and had to tell the same stories over.2
The mice thought, “Maybe the stories are not very interesting after all.”3
So, the mice did not go to the tree at night.
It became very lonely in that dark room. 
“Why don’t the mice come to visit me?” he thought. 
“It was better when the mice came to listen to me.4
I must enjoy those happy times more.
I will be careful next time. 
When I leave this room, 
I will really enjoy everything.
But when will that be?”5
Check up
How is the Fir tree feeling now?
a. Exciting
b. Angry
c. Regretful
Key Words
continue (v): tiếp tục, tiếp diễn
a few: vài
after all: cuối cùng, rốt cuộc
visit (v): ghé thăm
listen to + someone: lắng nghe ai đó
must + V (modal verb): phải làm gì
careful (adj): cẩn thận
leave (v): rời khỏi 
(leave - left - left)
Key Sentences
1 This continued for a few more nights.
2 Finally, the tree had no more stories and had to tell the same stories over. 
3 Maybe the stories are not very interesting after all. 
4 It was better when the mice came to listen to me. 
5 But when will that be?
[image: 1-3_60-61]
One day, the door to that dark, lonely room opened. 
Many people came in.
“At last,” thought the tree.
“They come to give me a new life.”1
One man came and pushed the tree down onto the floor.2
Ouch!! The tree landed very heavily. 
Then two servants picked up the tree and took it outside.
Now the tree was lying in the sunlight.3
“This is wonderful. My new life is beginning.
It is spring now. 
They will plant me and I will grow.” 
The tree really enjoyed the fresh air. 
He looked around at the garden. 
It was so beautiful. 
There were roses and carnations. 
He saw many birds flying in the garden.4
It was a wonderful day for the tree.
Key Words
one day: một ngày nọ
push down: đẩy xuống, làm đổ xuống
onto (prep): bên trên
floor (n): sàn nhà
ouch (interjection): ối, ái
land (v): tiếp đất
heavily (adv): nặng nề
pick up: nhấc lên
outside (adv): bên ngoài
lie (v): nằm
(lie - lay - lain)
plant (v): trồng
garden (n): vườn
carnation (n): hoa cẩm chướng
Key Sentences
1 They come to give me a new life. 
2 One man came and pushed the tree down onto the floor. 
3 Now the tree was lying in the sunlight. 
4 He saw many birds flying in the garden.
The tree relaxed in the sunlight, and spread out his branches.1
Just then, he discovered something terrible. 
He couldn’t move his branches.
He looked at them and was shocked.2
They were all yellow. 
His branches were weak. 
He was a very sad tree now.
Some children were running around the garden. 
They cried, “Look! It is the Christmas tree.
It is so old and ugly. 
But look! It still has the yellow star on top of it.”3
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One of the children took the star from the tree. 
The children didn’t care about the old tree. 
There was nothing beautiful about the tree anymore.4
Check up
Choose what does not match with the story.
a. The Fir tree turned yellow.
b. The Fir tree became much uglier when the children took away the star.
c. The fir tree did not lose its vitality.
Key Words & Sentences
relax (v): thư giãn, nghỉ ngơi
spread out: trải rộng, dang ra
(spread - spread - spread)
just then: ngay sau đó
discover (v): phát hiện, nhận ra
move (v): dịch chuyển, cử động
be shocked: bị sốc, hoảng loạn 
(shock (n): cú sốc)
weak (adj): yếu
ugly (adj): xấu xí
care about: quan tâm đến
nothing (pronoun): không 
1 The tree relaxed in the sunlight and spread out his branches. 
2 He looked at them and was shocked. 
3 It still has the yellow star on top of it. 
4 There was nothing beautiful about the tree anymore.
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“This is terrible,” he thought. 
“I really am an old, ugly tree. 
I want to go back to my dark, lonely room. 
My life in the forest really was the best.
I wasted my life. 
I always wished for something more interesting.1
I never enjoyed the simple things in my life.2
Now, it is over. There is nothing I can do.”3
Soon, the gardener came with an axe. 
“This really is the end,” groaned the tree.4
He chopped the poor Fir tree into many pieces.
Then, he placed each piece into a fire.5
The poor tree burned in the flames.
As he burned, he could see the children playing.6
They were playing with his golden star. 
But it was too late for regrets now.7
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Key Words & Sentences
terrible (adj): khủng khiếp
go back: quay lại, trở lại
waste (v): lãng phí
wish for something: mơ tưởng về điều gì 
over (adj): hết, kết thúc, không còn nữa
gardener (n): người làm vườn
groan (v): rên rỉ
chop (v): chẻ, bổ
place (v): đặt, để
burn (v): đốt cháy
flame (n): ngọn lửa
regret (n): sự hối tiếc, ân hận
1 I always wished for something more interesting. 
2 I never enjoyed the simple things in my life. 
3 There is nothing I can do. 
4 “This really is the end,” groaned the tree. 
5 Then, he placed each piece into a fire. 
6 As he burned, he could see the children playing. 
7 But it was too late for regrets now.
Comprehension Quiz
A. Fill in the blanks with the right adjectives.
(Use the antonyms given)
1. The Fir tree was put into a _______________ room.
⇒small
2. His branches were _______________.
⇒strong
3. I will be _______________ next time.
⇒careless
4. It was too _______________ for regrets now.
⇒early
B. Based on the story, mark ‘T’ if true or ‘F’ if false.
1. The mice never got tired of listening to his stories. T...F
2. The tree spent many lonely nights in a dark room. T...F
3. A child took the star from the tree. T...F
4. The tree didn’t want to go back to the forest. T...F



Listening Comprehension 
The Gift of Magi
A. Listen and circle the correct expressions.
1. Jim said, “I sold the watch to buy your (corns / combs).”
2. Della looked at her (hair / air) in the mirror.
3. Della (cried at / cry that) her kitchen table.
B. Listen and mark ‘T’ if true or ‘F’ if false.
1. Della’s husband came home from __________.
2. Della sat at the kitchen table, __________ money.
3. Jim gave Della a package ____________________.
C. Listen to the question and choose the correct answer.
1. __________________?
(a) A fob chain and hair combs.
(b) Their apartment and kitchen table.
(c) His watch and her very long hair.
(d) Curling irons and a mirror.
The Fir Tree
A. Listen and mark ‘T’ if true or ‘F’ if false.
1. ________________ T...F 
2. ________________ T...F 
3. ________________ T...F 
B. Listen to the questions and choose the correct answers.
1. ____________________?
(a) A much more interesting life.
(b) To become a small tree.
(c) To live in a peaceful forest.
(d) To listen to many stories.
2. ____________________?
(a) To keep him safe.
(b) To tell stories to the mice.
(c) Because they wanted to plant him in the spring.
(d) Because they didn’t need him anymore.
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“ A Christmas Present

“¢ Della didn't wait. m
She didn't want to lose NBWburage.’

She thought about her husband and his present.

She walked up the stairs and saw a large woman.

She looked very cold and unwelcoming,
Della asked her, “Will you buy my hair?"*

0 unweicoming o) i

The woman looked at her and said,
“I'buy hair. Take off your hat. I need to see your hair.™ e,‘
S0 Della took off her hat
and pulled down her hair.
It looked like a waterfall of
beautiful hair.

wenty dollars,” said Madame.
“I'l give you twenty dollars
forit™

“Okay.” said Della.

“Cut it off quickly.”
Madame Sofronie cut off

Della’s hair and gave her
twenty dollars.

‘What did Madame Sofronie buy for
20 dolars?

Deta's Crrstas present

€< s o

1 She gdntwantto lose her courage.

2 Willyou buy my hair?

© I buy hair Take offyour hat. | need to see your hair
4 Nigive you twenty dollars forit
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